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PREFACE- 



Oast on this globe, without physical 
powen^ and without itmate ideas ; uii* 
able by himself to obey tlie constittf- 
tional laws his ^'ganization^ which 
call him to the first Tank in the system 
of being ; Man can find only in the 
bosom of society the eminent station 
that was destined for him in nature, 
and would be, without the aid of ci- 1 
vilization, one of the most feeble and : 
least intelligent of animals; — truth 
which, although it has often been in- 
sisted upon, lias not as yet been rigor- 
ously demonsti*ated« Tiiose philoso- 
.phers who have laid down the princi- 
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, pies upon which it is founded; thoi^ | 
who have afterwards supported and , 
propagated it, have given, as a proof 
of it, the physical and moral state of : 
some wandering tribes, whom they 
have regarded as not civiHzed at all, 
merely because they were not civilized 

' in our particular manner : to thieiKi 
they had recourse, in order to become 
acquainted with the features of man 
in. the pure state of nature* It is not, 
however, in these circumstances that 
we are to seek and jstudy it. In the 
savage horde the most vagabond, as 
well as in the most civilized nations of 

I 

Europe, man is only what he is made 
to be by his external circumstances ; 
he is necessarily elevated by his equals ; 
he contracts from them his habits and | 
his wants ; his ideas arc no longer his | 
own ; he enjoys, from the enviable pre- | 
rogative of his species, a capacity of 

6 
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developing his understanding by the 
pofwer of imitation, and the influence 
of society. * 

We ought, then, to seek elsewhere 
the model of a man truly savage, of 
him who owes nothing to his equals ; 
and to form our opinion of him from 
the particular histories of a small num- 
ber of individuals, who, during the 
course of the seventeenth century, and 
at the beginning of the eighteenth, 
have been found, at different intervals, 
living in a state of solitude among the 
woods, where they had been abandon- 
ed at the most tender age *• But such 
was at these times the tardy progress 
of science, the students of which were 



* Linnseas makes the number amoant to ten, and 

exhibits them as forming a variety gf the humaa 
species* {Sjsteme it la Nature^} 
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devoted to theory and uncertain hy- 
pothesis, and to tlie exclusive labour 
of the closet, that actual observation 
was reckoned of no value ; and these 
interesting facts tended little towards 

I 

improving the natural history of mai)^ 
Every thing tliat has been left of tl^eni 
by contemporary authors, is confined 
to some insignificant details, the most 
striking and general result of which 
is, that these individuals were not sus- 
ceptible of any decidedly SAarked iqi* 
provement ; evidently for this reasoq^ 
because to them was applied, without 
the slightest regard to tliip difference 
of their org^aqs, the ordinary system 
of education. If this mode of in? 
struction proved complptely successful 
with the savage girl found in France 
towards the beginning of the last cen- 
tury, the reason is, that hjtviug lived 
jn the woods with * compaqion, she 

7 
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m<Mtiofi for ft ce4:tein developmexvt q{ 
her iftt^Uectual facuHies* . Thi* wa4, 

in fact, an education such as Gondii- 
Jac * speaks of, when he supposes two 
chMrea abandoned in a profound 6o* 
JiUidey in whose case the sole indiumce 
of their cohabitation must give scope 
to the exercise of their memory and 
their imagination, and induce them to 
jcreate a small number of aitificial signs. 
Jt is an ingenious supposition; which 
is .amply justified by the history of this 
same girl, whose memory was so far 
developed as to retrace various cir- 
^lunatances of her residence in the 
Jieoads, and in the most minute loaa* 
ner, especially the violent deat^ of her 

IP partie. Sect, 
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female companion Depi i ved of tliese 
^vantages/ the rest of the child^ea 
found in a state of individual insula- 
tion, brought into society faculties 



• This girl was caught in the year 1731, in the 

inivilions of Chalons^sar-Marne, and educaded in 

convent, under the n^me of Mademoiselle Lehlauc^ 
« 

She related, as soon as she was able to speak, that 
she had lived in the woods with a companion, and 
that she had unfortunately killed her by a violent 
blow on the head one day, when, upon finding a . 
chaplet under their feet, they disputed about the 
exclusive possession of it. 

Racine Pgeme de Religim% 

This history, although it be very circumstan* 
tial, is nevertheless so ill told, that if one were to 
deduce from it, in Ae first place, what is insignL. 
iicant, .and, in, the next, wh^ is incjredible, it pre«. 

m 

sents only a very small number of particulars de« 
serving notice \ the most remarkable of which is 

the faculty which this young savage possessed, of 

recalling to her memoiy the circumstances of her 
previous coixUtionv 
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that were completely uQsuscieptibky 
whick must baffle^ supposing tbattbey; 
w^e directed towards tbeir education, . 
all the united efforts of a moral philo- 
sophy scarcely in its infancy, still en- 
tratnelled with the prejudice of innate 
ideas* and by theories of medicine, tbe 
views of ^hich, bei«g nece»«ily con- 
tracted by a doctrine altogether me* 
clianicai, could not rise to philosophi- 
cal reflections witli regard to the ma- 
ladies of the understanding. Assisted 
by the light of analysis, and lending 
to each other a nmtual support, these 
two sciences have in our days got rid 
of tbeir old errors, and made an im- 
mense progress towards perfection* On. 
this account we have reason to hope, 
that, if ever a similar individual be pre- 
sented to those of whom we have been 

ft 

speaking, they would emplotf, in order 
to produce his physical and^moral devc- 
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lopnientf all the resources to be deriued 
from their actual knowledge: or, at 
ieast, if this application proved iiur 
possible or fruitless, there would be 
, feuibd in this age of observation some 
oneindividualy who^ CBxtfvMy collecting 
the .history of a being so astonishing^ 
would ascertain what he is^ and would 
4nfer^ from what is wanting to /Urn, the 
sum, as t^et not calculated^ of thatknoiwr 
ledge and of those ideas for which man 
is indebted to his education. 

May I dare to confess that it is my 
intention to accomplish both of these 
important objects ? But let me not be 
asked, if I have already been successful 
in tlie execution of my design? This 
.^vould be a question very premature, to 
^Tvhich I shall not be able to answer 
for a considei^able time to come. Ne* 
yertlieles^ I should have >v^ited for it 
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in silence^ without wishing to occupy 
the public with au account of my la- 
bours, if it had not been as much mj 
desue as it was my duty to prove, by 
the success of my first experimentfi, 
that the child on whom I have made 
them is not, as is generally believed^, 
a hopeless idiot, but a being highly 
inter^ting, who deserves, in every 
point of view, the attention of oIh 
servers, and the assiduities which are 
devoted to him by an enlightened and 
philanthropic administration. 
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THE FIRST DEVELOPMENTS 

OF THB 

YOUNG SAVAGE OF AVEYRON. 



A CHILD, about eleven or twelve years 
of age, who had been seen some time 
before in the woods of Caune, in France, 
looking after acorns and roots, upon 
.^vhich he subsisted, was met in the same 
place^ towards the close of the year 
* 1 79^ by three sportsmen, who seized 
.upon him at the instant he was chmb- 
ing a tree to evade their pursuit They 
^conducted him to a neighbouring vil- 
lagQ, and put him under tlic care of 
an aged matron ; from whom, however, 
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before the end of a week, he contrived 
to escape, and fled to the mountains, 
Avhere he wandered about during the 
severity of a most rigorqus winter, clad 
only in a tattered shirt. At n ight he 
retired into solitary, places, approach- 
ing, as the day advanced, the neigh- 
bouring villages ; and in tliis manner 
he passed a vagrant kind of life, till 
the time in which, of his own accord, 
he sought refuge in a dwelling-house 
in the Canton of St. Sernin. Here he 
was retained and taken care of for two 
or three days, and from thence was 
sent to the hospital of St. Afrique, af- 
terwards to Rhodez, where he was kept 
for several months. During his abode 
in these different places, he appeared 
to be always equally wild, impatient 
of restraint, and capricious in liis tem- 
per, continually endeavouring to get 
away, affording materials for the most 
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interesting observations, which were 
collected by a person worthy of the' irt* 
niost credit, and which I shall not fail 
to relate in those parts of tlie follow- 
ing Essay where they may be most ad-* 
vantageously introduced*. A clergy- 
man, distinguished as a patron of 
science and general literature, conceiv- 
ing that, from this event, some new 
light might be thrown on the moral 
science of man, obtained pet*missiott. 
for the child to be brought to Paris, 
He arrived there about the end of the 
year 1799> under the care of a poor but 

-Ir-T-- r ------ -|- — --- — . - ■ ■ - - 

* AU that I shall hereafter say respecting the 
iustory of this child before his abode in the capital^- 
is authenticated by the official communications of 
Citizens Gairanld and Constant of Su Feft£ve^ 
cpmmissaries of government; the former in the 
Canton of St. AfVique, the latter in that of St. 
Semier; and from the observations of Citizen Bo- 
iiaterre, Professor ©f Natural History in the central 
tdx)g| of the Department of Aveyron» 
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lespectable old mm, who, beiog obliged 
to kave him soon after^ promised to 
return, and be a father to him, if, 
any time, he should be abandoned by 
. society. 

The most brilliant but unreasonable 

■ 

expectations were * formed by the peo-*. 
pie of Paris respecting the Savage of 
AveyroHj before he arrived. • Many 
curious people anticipated great plea- 
sure in beholding what would be hi$. 
astonishment at the sight of all the 
fine things in the capital. On the. 
other hand, many persons eminent for 

• 

* * If, by the expression savage^ we generally vau ^ 
derstand a man but a little civilized, it will be al-^ 
lowed that he, who is so in no degree whatevet^ still 
more rigorously deserves that denomination « I 
shall continue therefore to apply this name to bin 

« 

until I have explained the motives which i^ve de« 

tcrmined me to give him another* 
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ih/eiw sujperior unckralMiding, forget- 
ting that our organs are less flexi- 
ble, and imitation mmre difficult, ia 
proportion as man is removed from 
society, and the period of his infan- 
cy, thought that the education of 
this individual would be the business 
of only a few months, and that they 
should very soon hear him make the 
most striking obsetvations concern^ 
ing his past manner of life. In^ 
stead of this, what did they see ? — a 
disgusting, iriovenly boy, aifeeted with 
i^asmodic, and frequently with coii- 
vulsive motions, continually balancing 
himself like' scmie of the animals in ihe 
menagerie, biting and scratching those 
who contradicted him, expressing no 
kind of affection for those who at- 
tended upon him ; and, in short, in- 
different to every body, and paying 
no regard to any tiling.* 
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It may be easUy imagined, that a 
being of this, nature wo aid excite only 
a momentary curiosity. People came 
together in crowds; they saw him, 
■without properly observing him ; they 
passed their judgmeat on him, with- 
out knowing bin} ; and i^oke no more 
on the subject In the midst of this 
general indifference, tlie administrators 

» 

of the National Institute for ti>e Deaf 
and Dumb, and its celebrated director, . 
. did not forget, that .society, in draw- 
ing to herself this unfortunate youth, 
had contracted towaids him indispens^ 
able obligations which she was bound 
to fulfil. Entering, then, into the 
hopes which I had conceived from a 
course of medical treatment, they de^ . 
termined that he . should be entrusted 
to my care. 

Before I present, to the reader the 
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pailiculars and results of this measure, 
I must state the point from which we. 
set out^ recal and describe the first 
stages^ in order the better to appreciate 
the value of the progress we have al- 
leady made; and^ by thus* opposing tl» 
past to the present, we may be better 
able to ascertain what may be expect- 
ed in future. Obliged, then, to retura 
to facts aheady known, I shall unfold 
them in few words; and, that I may 
not labour under the suspicion of hav- 
ing exaggerated them with a view of 
enhancing the, importance of those 
which I shall oppose to them, I may 
be excused if 1 give an analytical de«- 
scription of the case, which a phy- 
sician, as highly esteemed for his ge-* 
aius and skill in observation, as for his 
profound knowledge in the diseases of 
the mind, read to a learned society, 
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to which I bad the honour of bein^ 
admitted 

Beginning with an account of the 
sensorial functions of the young sa^ 
vage. Citizen Pinei represented to ufl 
his senses as in such a state of iner^ 
tia, that this unfortunate youth was 
found, according to his report, very 
inferior to some of our domestic ani*' 
mals. His eyes were without steadi- 
ness, without expression, wandering 
from one object to another, without 
fixing upon any thing ; so little in« 
structed in other respects, and so lit^ 
tie experienced in the sense of touch, 
that he was unable to distinguish be** 
tween an object in relief and a paint-* 
ing : the organ of hearing was aUke 
insensible to the loudest noises and to 
the most char.mlng music : that of the 
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Voice was still more imperfect, utter-; 
ing only a guttural and uniform sound : i 
his sense of smell was so little culti- 
vated, that he seemed to be equally 
indifierent to the odour of the finest 
perfumes, and to the most fetid ex- 
halations; finally, the sense of feeling 
was limited to those mechanical func- 
tions which arose from th^ dread q£ 
objects which might be in his way. 

» 

• Proceeding to the state of the intel- 
lectual faculties of this child, the au- 
thor of the report exhibited him to us 
as incapable of attention (unless as it I 
respected the objects of his wants, ) and 1 
consequently of all the operations of 
the mind which depended upon it; de- 
stitute of memory, of judgment, even 
of a disposition to imitation ; and so 
- bounded were his ideas, even those 
- which related to his immediate w^uts, 

B 3 
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that he could not open a door, nor get 
on a chair to obtain the food which 
M^as put out of the reach of his hand ; 
in short, destitute of every mean of 
communication, attaching neither ex^- 
pression nor intention to the gestures 
and motions of liis body, passing with 
rapidity, and without any apparent 
motive, from a state of profound me- 
lancholy, to bursts of tlie most immo- 
derate laughter; insensible to every 
species of moral afiection, his discern- 
ment was never excited but by the 
Stimulus of gluttony ; his pleasure, an 
agreeable sensation of the organs of 
taste; his intelligence, a susceptibility 
of producing incoherent ideas, con- 
nected with his physical wants ; in a 
word, his whole existence was a life 
purely animal. 

Afterwards, reciting many histories 
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tK>ileQtad at fiicdtre, of children inciuv 
ably afiS^ted with idiotism. Citizen 
Pinel established the most striking re« 
semblance, between the situation of 
these uiifb^tiuiate persons, and that of 
the child which occupied our present 
atteution; from which he drew, as a 
necessary consequence, that a perfect 
identity existed between these young 
idiots^ and the Savage of Aveyran^ 
This identity led to the inevitable con- 
elusion, that a person labouring under 
an afiliction, hitlierto considered as in* 
curable, was unsusceptible of every 
species of sociabihty aud instruction. 
Such was also the consequence deduced 
by Citizen Pinel, and which he never- 
theless accompanied with that philo- 
sophical doubt, conspicuous in all his 
writings, and which shews, in his pre- 
sages, that he knows how to appre- 
ciate, the science of prognosi9> and that 
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he regarded this case as affording only 
uncertainprobabilitics and conjectures. 

. I did not assent to this uii&.voiirable 
opinion ; aiid^ in spite of the truth of 
the picture, and the justness of the re<^ 
presentations, I conceived ^ome hopes^ 
U'hich were grounded on the two-fold 
consideration of the cause^ and the 
possibility of curing this apparent idiot«* 
ism. I could not proceed without 
stopping an instant to dwell upon these 
two considerations. They still bear 
on the present moment; they result 
from a series of facts which I am going 
to relate, and in which I shall be 
obliged to mix frequently my own re- 
flections. 

r 

If it was proposed to resolve the 
following metaphysical problem, viz. 
to deteirmine what muld be the de- 
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gree of undeti^unding, and the nature 
of the ideM of a ifrnth^ who, deprived^ 
from infancy^ af all education^ 
should ' ham- Iwsd entirely separated 
Jrom indmduals of his species;'' I am 
strangely deceived, or the solution of 
the problem would give to this indi- 
vidual an understanding connected 
only with a small number of his wants, 
and deprived, by his insulated condi- 
tioQ, of all those simfile and complex 
ideas irhkh we receive from educa^ 
ticm, and which are combined in our 
minds in so many different ways, by 
means only of our knowledge of signs* 
Well ! the moral picture of this youth 
would be that of the Savage of Avey- 
ron, and the solution of the problem 
would give the measure and cause of 
his intellectual state. 

But to admit, with still more reason, 
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the existence of this cause^ we must 
pi ove tiiat it has operated a number of 
years : And to reply to tlie objection 
which may be made, and which indeed 
has been already started, that the. pre- 
tended Savage was only a poor silly 
child, whom his parents, in disgust, 
had lately abandoned dtc^ether at tbe 
entranee of the woods — if those who 
maintained this opinion had observed 
him within a short time after his ar^ 
rival at Paris, they would have seen 
that all his habits bore the stamp of a 
wandering and solitary life; an un- 
conquerable aversion f rom society and 
its customs, from our clothes, our fur- 
iiitui:e, our apartments, and modes of 
preparing our food; a complete indif- 
ference towards the objects of oiur 
pleasures, and our factitious wants ;t— 
[an empassioned taste for the liberty of 
the fieJlds ; so much alive to his past 
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situation, iu spite of his new want% 
and his growing affectioas^ that during 
a short stay Avhich he made at Mont- ^ 
niorenci, he would have infallibly es- 
caped into the forest but for tlie most 
severe precautions ; and twice he did 
get from the hospital of the deaf and 
dtunb, notwithstanding the watchful- 
Bess of his attendimt ^an extraordi-* 
nary swiftness; slow, indeed, as long as 
he wore shoes and stockings, hut al- 
ways remarkable for the difficulty with 
which he conformed to our grave and 
measured mode of walking, and for the 
perpetual propensity that he shewed to 
set off on a trot or gallop ;~an obsti- 
nate habit of smelling at every thing 
whk:h came in his way, even bodies 
which to us. appealed inodorous;- a 
mastication, not less astonishing, uni- 
formly executed by the hasty action 
of the cutting teeth, sutficiently indi- 

6 
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eiting, by its analogy with some other 
animals^ that our^ savage lived chiefly 
on vegetable productions; I say chiefly, 
because it appears, by the following 
trait, that, under certain circumstances, 
lie would have made a prey of smali 
animals deprived of life : A dead C9«- 
nary-bird was one day given him, and 
in an instant he stripped off its fear- 
thers, great and smalU tore it open 
with his nails, smelt it, and threw it 
away. 

Other indications of an insolated, 
precarious and wandering life, were 
deduced from the nature and number 
of the scars with which the body of 
this child was covered. Without men- 
tioning that which was seen on the 
fore-part of his neck, and of whicii I 
shall take notice hereafter, as comiog 
from another cause, and deserving par- 
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ticular attention, we reckoned four on 
the face, six along the left arm, three 
at some distance from the left shoul-^ 
der, four at the circumference of the 
pttbis^ one on his left thigh, three on 
one leg, and two on the other ; which 
together make twenty-three scars. ^ 
Some of these appeared to have come 
from the bites of animals^ others ^om 
scratches and excoriations, more or 
less large and deep ; numerous and in- 
deUble testimonies of a long and total 
abandonment of this unfor^tunate 
youth, and which, considered under a 
point of view more general and philo- 
sophical, bear witness as much against 
the weakness and insufiiciency of man^ 
given over wholly to his own re-' 
sources, as they are favourable to the 
pesources of Nature, which, according 
to laws apparently contradictory, la- 
\)Ours openly to renew and preserve 

7 
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that which she tends secretly to waste 
and destroy. If we add to all these 
facts, taken from observation, those, 
not less authentic, which the country- 
people witnessed, who lived in the 
vicinity of the MOods in which the 
child was discovered, we shall find 
that, when he was first taken into so- 
ciety, he lived on acorns, potatoes, 
and raw chesnuts; that he never threw, 
out the husks ; that in spite of the 
most active vigilance he Avas many 
times very near escaping ; that he ex- 
hibited, at first, great unwillingness to 
lie in a bed, &c. We shall find, more- 
over, that he had been seen more than 
live years before, entirely naked, and 
fiying at the approach of men ; which 
supposes that he had been already, at 
his first appearance, habituated to that 
kind of life, which could not be the 
result only of an abode of two years 




OF AVEYEON. $1 

:er less, in uninhabited places. Thus 
this child passed, in an absolute soH- 
tiide> almost seven years out of twdve^ 
mrhicli appeared to be his^age when he 
was caught in the woods of Caune. It 
is therefore probable, and almost cer-* 
tain, that he had. been abandoned wlien 
he . was about four or &ve years old ; 
ajod if, at tliat peiiod, he had already 
obtained some ideas, and tlie knowledge 
of some . words, as the beginning of 
education, these would have been obli- 
terated from his memory in conse- 
quence of his insulated situation. 

This then appears to me to be the 
cause of his present state, from which 
it will be seen that I entertain consi^ 
derable hopes for tlie success of my 
cares. Indeed^ when we consider tlie 
little time he has been in society, the 
Savage of Aveyron is much less like a 
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simple youths . than an ini^nt of ten or 
t\\ elve months old, and an infant who 
should have against him anti-social ha« 
bits^ an obstinate inattentiooi organs 
' scarcely flexible, and a very blunted 
; sensibility. In this last point of vietr 
his situation became a case purely me* 
dical ; and the treatment of it belong* 
ed to moral medicine — to that sublime 
art created by the Willis's and the 
Crichtons of England, and lately in- 
troduced into France by the success 
and writings of Professor Pinel. 



trine much less than by their precepts, 
which could not be adapted to this 
unforeseen case, I reduced to five 
principal heads the moral treatment or 
education of the Savage of Aveyro& 
My objects were, 



Guided by. the spirit of their doc- 
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woMitig it more pleasant to him* 
that! (ibat which he was thoxt leading, 
2ImI, 'above -aUy mere anaflogous to the. 
mode of existence that he was about 
to quit. 

2cl. To awaken the nervous sensi- 
bility by the most energetic stimulants, 
and sometimes by lively affections of 
the mind. 

Sd, To extend the sphere of his 
ideas, by giving him new wants, and 
by increasing the number of his rela* 
tions to the objects surrounding him. 

4th. To lead him to the use of 
speech by subjecting him to the neces- 
sity of imitation. 

5th. To exerci^e/requently the most 

« 

c 
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simple operations of the mind upon 
the objects of his physical wants; 
and, at length, by inducing the ap- 
plication of them to objects of in-, 
straction. 



r 
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SECTION I. 

Mr first object was to attach him to 
social lifcy by rendermg it more plea- 
sant to him than that which he was 
then leading f and^ abffoe ally more ana^ 
logous to the mode of emstence that he 
was about to quit. 

The suddenness of the change in his 
manner of life, the frequent importu- 
nities of the curious, some bad treat- 
ment, the inevitable effects of his liv- 
ing with children of his own age, 
seemed to have extinguished all hopes 
of his civilization. His petulant acti* 
vity of mind had insensibly degene^ 
rated into a dull apathy, which pro* 
duced habits still more solitary* Thus, 
excepting those moment» in which 

c 2 
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hunger led him to the kitchen, he was 
almost always to be found squatting 
in a corner of the garden, or conceal- 
ed in the second story of some ruinous 
buildings. In this deplorable situa- 
tion he was seen by some people front 
Paris, who, after a very short examii- 
nation, adjudged him to be only fit to 
be sent to Bedlam ; fas if society had a 
right to take a child from a free and 
innocent hfe, and dismiss him to die 
4>f melancholy m a mad-house, that he 
might thus expiate the misfortuiie of 
having disappointed pubhc curiosit>-J 
i thought that a more simple, and,' 
what is of still greater importance, a 
fnuch more humane course should be 
taken, which was to treat him kindly, 
&ttd to yiold a ready compliance with 
his taste and inclinations. Madame 
Ou6fin, tfr whose particular care the 
admkistratroit had enttusted tins chih^ 
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xLcquitted Umeif, and still discharges 
this arduous task, with all the pajticjicc 

of « motAierp the intelligence pf 
«iiL}%hten£4 lostmctQ]:. So f^v 
6oia4iP6ctly opposilD^ his h^hiits, ^he 
kiiew bow, ia aoine in^^sur^^ ta comj 
ply with th^m ; a^d -thus t9 aauwer the . 
.oi^ect pfopoacd iA our i^rst geiaeral 
h^ad* 

If one may judge of the pi^st life Qf 
this child, by his present dispositions, 
we may conclude that, like some sa- 
: vages ia the warmer climates, he was 
.9«quaiiKted with four clrcupwtanccs 
Oidy ; to sleep, to eat, to do nothing, 
and to rua about ia the fields* To 
make him happy, then, after his own 
maaoer, it was necessary to put h^i 
to bed at the close of tl;e ^y, to f^i- 
nish lum a^bu^dantly witia food adapt- 
ed to his taste, to hear with his iudu- 

€ 3 
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lence, and to accompany him in his 
walks, or rather in his races in the 
open air, and this whenever he pleased. 
These rural excursions appeared to 
him even more agreeable when any 
sudden and violent change in the at- 
mosphere took place ; so true it is^ 
that^ in every condition, man is de- 
lighted with new sensations^ As, for 
example, when he has been observed, 
within his chambef, he was seen ba- 
lancing himself with a tiresome uni- 
formity, directing his eyes constantly 
towards the window, and casting them 
in a melancholy manner on the exter* 
nal air. If,«at any time, a boisterous 
wind arose ; if the sun, concealed be- 
hind a cloud, suddenly burst forth, 
brilliantly illuminating the surround- 
ing atmosphere, he expressed an al- 
most convulsive joy by thundering 
peajs of laughter; during which, all 

r 
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. his turnings, backward and forwards, 
resembled very much a kind of leap 
which he wished to take, to throw 
liiinself out of the window into the 
garden. Sometimes, instead of joyful 
.^motions, he exhibited a species of 
onadness ; he wrung his liands, applied 
£sts to his eyes^ gnashed his teeth^ 
and became formidable to persons 
about him. One morning, after a 
heavy fall of snow, as soon as he 
awaked, he uttered a cry of joy, leap- 
ed from his bed, ran to the window^ 
afterwards to the door, going back- 
wards and forwards, from one to the 
other, with .the greatest impatience^ 
and, at length, escaped half-dressed 
into the garden. There he exhibited 
the utmost emotions of pleasure ; he 
ran, rolled hinisclf in the snow, and 
taking it up by handfulls, devoured it 
with an incredible avidity^ / 
I c 4 ^ . 

r 
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JBat iw did aiat alwajr6 impof&sl^BiKelt 
lively and buoiatenwisi.cxpg^siosisiQf jdj 
at the Sight of tlii& gcaxud pb^aiciingm 
of Nature. In saio^ cas££ they a^^r 
peared to induce the quiet expressiojgi 
of sorrow ajid melanckoly ; a remai'k 
hazarded in opposition to the ^inionB 
of ]»i0taj^y»idaa8^ \mt which wfsM 
not afraid making,. wiben titoeifiwii 
ihiBunfor4»iTucte jrouAh, withatteoAion, 
under the opeiatioii 0^ oertain ciroirair 
i^auces. When tla£ $m&ity ^£ the 
season dro^e evecry othec persoiidi lOut of 
the garden, he xieligiitied in taking.^ 
^reat many turns about it ; aftm* which 
he used to seat himself on tlie edge «f 
a bason of water. I have often stop- 
md £(ur whole houBs together, amd, wiih ' 
unspeakable pkamifi, to exanmne ban 
in this situation; to cdaserne h»w ftU 
ki& OQ(n^vukiv€ wotixMis, and that CMV* 
tinual baiaaciog 4:^ hi& whde body di* 
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fitttokhed* a»d by ^greets »iiliw4e(i» 

and how insensibly bis face, insignifi- 
cant or distof ted as it might 1^, took 
the well-defined character .pif ^ojijow, 
m meJ34ich0ly reverie, in proportioa 
«6 his j^9s' wace Readily fixed oh tb^ 
«iif f943«^ of the water, aad whia' hp 
ihrew mtc^ it, frooi time to tune, some 
jpemaios of withered leaves. Wheas 
gift a iBQQQrlight ftight, the rays of that 
jmjs^mnry penetrated into his rooon, he 
^Idom failed to awake out of his ^kep> 
^ad to place himself before tlie window;. 
There he reinained, duii(Pg a part of 
4iie. night, standing motionless, his 
jaecjk extended, his eyes fixed towards 
tite €o»i»tfy iUuisiaated by the moon^ 
AO^ carried away in a sort <i£ cantem^ 
fdialwe -extacy, sUeooe of which 
was interrupted only by deep>4raw«. 
insphations^ after considerable inter^ 
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ValSy and which were always accom^ 

nied with a feeble and plaintive sounds 

» 

♦ • 

It would have been as useless, as in- 
human, to oppose these habits ; and I 
^ wished to associate them with his new 
existence, in order to render it more 
agreeable to him. This was not the 
case with those which laboured under 
the disadvantage of continually exer- 
cising his stomach and muscles, and 
of course leaving, in a state of inaction, 
the sensibility of the nerves, and the 
faculty of the brain. Thus, I endea- 
voured, and was gradually successful, 
in my attempts to render his excursions 
less frequent, his meals less copious, 
and repeated after longer intervals, the 
time he spent in bed much shorter, 
and his exercise more subservient to^ 
his instruction* 
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SECTION IL 

_ _ t 

Mr second object was to awaken the 
nervous sensibility by the most psmer^ 
ful stimulants^ and sometimes by liveiy 
' affections of the mind. * 

Some modern physiologists have pre- 
samedy that sensibiUty is in exact 
proportion to the degree of civihza- 
tion. I do not think that a stronger 
proof can be given in favour of this 
opinion, than the small degree of sen- 
sibility in the sensorial organs, which 
was observable in the case of the Sa- 
vage of Aveyron. We may be per- 
fectly satisfied, merely by casting our 
eyes over the description that I have 
already exhibited, and which is founded 
on facts that I have derived from the 
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most authentic sources. I shall here 
add, in connection with the same sub* 
ject, some of my own most interesting 
and important observations. 

p Ficqueatly^ ^dMriag the course of 
winter^ I h»v^ sffen hlm^ whilst lie 
Avas amusing liioiaelt* iu tlie garden be- 
longaig to the asylum of the Deaf and 
Dumb, sudclealy squat do\vn, half n,ak- 
ed, on the wet tyrf, ajid remain ex- 
posed in this way, for hours together, 

■ • 

to wind an4 rain. It was not only to 
the cold, hut also to the most violent 
^ heat, that his skin, and sense of touch, 
\ shewed i^om^d of sensibility. Itfre* 
qiiently jbuippeued, wheiji lie was nc^r 
the fire, and live coals have faUen out 
of the grate, that he suatcjbed thenm 
up, and threw them back ag^tin with 
the most perfect indifference. We 
h^y^ more tha:U once found lum iji? fUe 
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kitcbeti, ttikfAg ant^ay, m the satiie 
man^r, |>otatoesr out of the boiiing^ 
Ti'atefy and I knov that he had, at that 
time, a skm of very fine and delicate 
texture^. I have often given him 
large quantities of snuff, without ex-^ 
citing any disposition to sneeze ; which 
is a perfect proof, that in this case there 
<tid not exist between the organ 6f 
smelly and those of respiration atdf 
sight, that kind of sympathy whieb 
is apt to iiwiuce either aneeiing;, or thd 
secretkm of teais. This last symptonl 
was still less liable than the other to 
be produced by painful affections , of 
the mind ; and in spite of numberless 

* I g»ve him,. txA a |>tfjfS6n^ who* had seen Inn* 
att St« Stfroin> n |ereatt qsaa^)^ of p(»tdf<les ; \m 
s€emed to be pleased at the si^t, laid hold of thend 
with his hamdsi and thvew^ them into the fire. He 
took them back again soon after«.aQdate them guite 
burning hot» 
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contradictions ; in spite of the severe 
and apparently cruel measures made 
use of, especially during the first 
months of his new life, I never once 
caught him in the act of shedding 

; tears. 

Of all his senses, his ear seemed to 
be the most completely insensible. 
But it was remarkable tliat the noise 
occasioned by the cracking of a wal- 
nut, a fruit of which he was particularly 
fond, never failed to awaken his atten- 
tion. The truth of tliis observation 
may be depended upon : and yet this 
very organ betrayed an insensibility 
to the loudest noises, to tlie explosions, 
for instance, of fire-axpis. I one day 
fired two pistols close by his ear ; the 
first produced some eiiiotion, but the 
second merely made him turn his head 
with apparent indifference. 
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Thus, in selecting some such cases as 
this^ in which the defect of atteution, 
on the part of the mind^ might appear 
like a want of sensibility in the parti* 
cular organ, it was found, contrary to 
first appearances, that this nervous 
power was remarkably feeble in almost 
all the senses. Of course^it made part 
of my plan to develope the sensibility 
by every possible mean, and to lead 
tie miad to a habi. of attention, by 
exposing the senses to the reception of 
the most Uyely impressions. 

Of the different means which I made 
use of, the effect of heat appeared to 
me to accomplish in the most effectual 
manner the object I had in view. It 
is an idea admitted by physiologists*, 

* Lacuse. Idee de Phomine physique et moral* > 
latHie : AmUysedcft fopctions da systemenenr^:!^ 
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stKi mfti learned in |)olitk^ science, 
that ll)e inhabitaats of the southern 

' cliHftates^ <ure indebted to the a6tk>R of 
heat, on the surface of the skm, iot that 
exquisite sensibility whi^h is supei^iot 
to theirs who live in the nortjiein re- 
gions?^ 1 made use of this stimulus in 
every kind of way. I did not think 
it Sufficient to provide him wi^h com- 

• fortable clothing, a warm bed and 
lodging room, but I thought it like-* 
-wise iiecessary to put him iii the h«l' 
bath for two or three houts every day^ 
during which, water at the same tem- 
perature as that of the btth was fre^ 
quently dashed on his head. I did 
not observe that the he^ and repeli«^ 
tion of the bathings were followed by 
iAiefit usual debilitating effect which 

Foajuei : article Sensibiliu de r£nc)^clopedie par 
ordre alphabctique* 

M$0$fsfi^hM t Esprit 4m li^h^ tHht KlV. 
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migkt have been ai:pected.. I wislied 
that this might have happened, being 
perfectly convinced that, in buch a 
case, the loss of njuscular force is ad- 
vantageous to the nervous sensibility. 
At any rate, if this subsequent eflect 
did not take place^ the first did not . 
disappoint niy expectation* After 
some time our young savage appeared 
evidently sensible to the action of 
cold — made use of his hand in order 
to ascertain the temperature of the 
bath, and would not go into it if it 
^as not sufficiently warm. The same 
cause led him very soon to appreciate 
the utility of that clothing to which 
before he barely submitted. As soon as 
he appeared to perceive the advantage 
of clothes, theie was but a single step 
necessary to oblige him to dress bim*^ 
self. This end was obtained, in a few 
days, by leaving him every morning 
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exposed to the cold within the reach 
of his clothes, until he found out the 
method of putting them on himself. 
An expedient very similar effected the 
purpose of leading hhn into habits of 
neatness and cleanliness ; as the cer- 
tainty of passing the night in a cold 
and wet bed induced the necessity of 
his rising in order to satisfy his natu- 
ral wants. 

« 

In addition to the use of the warm 
bath, I prescribed the application of 
dry frictions to the spinal vertebra?} 
and even the tickling of the lumbar 
regions. This last mean seemed to 
have the most stimulating tendency : 
I found myself under the necessity of 
forbidding the use of it, when its ef- 
fects were no longer confined to the 
production of pleasurable emotions ; 
imt appeared to extend themselves. to 
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the organs of generation, and to indi- 
cate some danger of awak6ning the 
isensationft of premature puberty. 

' To these various stimulants I thought 
it right to call in aid the excitement 
produced by the mental affections. 
Those of wliich alone he was suscep* 
tible, at this period, were confined to 
two ; joy and anger. I provoked the 
latter, only at distant intervals, in or- 
der that the paroxysm miglit, by that 
means, be more violent, and always 
be attended with a plausible semblance 
of justice. I sometimes remarked; 
that, at the -moment of his most vio- 
lent indignation, his understanding 
aeenied to acquire a temporary en"- 
largement, which suggested to him 
some ingenious expedient for freeing 
bimself from disagreeable embarrass-* 
ment. Once as we were endeavouring 
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to persuade him to make use of tlie 
ibath^ when it was only moderately 
warm,, our repeated and urgent entrea* 
ties threw him into a violent passion* 
In this temper, perceiving that his go^ 
vernante was not at^all convinced, by 
the frequent trials which he had him- 
self made with his fingers, of the cold- 
ness of the water, he turned back, to- 
wards her in a precipitate manner^ 
seized her hand, and plunged it with 
his own iato the bath. 

* 

■ 

To mention anotli^r instance of this 
^latuire^ one day as he was in my study^ 
seated on an ottoman, I placed my^ 
self by his .side, and between us a Ley- 
^en phial, slightly charged ; a trifling 
shock that he received from it divert- 
ed him from his state of reverie. On 
observing the uneasiness which he ex- 
pressed at the approach of this instr.u- 
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ihent, I thought that he would' be in- 
duced^ in order to remove it to a 
greater distance^ to lay hold of the 
knob; he adopted a measure much 
more prudent, which was, to thrust his 
hands into the opening of his waist- 
coat, and retire a few inches, till his 
thigh was no longer in contact with 
the outer coating of the bottle. I 
drew near him a second time, and 
ajgain placed the phial between us; 
this occasioned another movement on 
his part, and that another on mine. 
This little stratagem lasted till driven 
to the farther end of the sopba, and 
restricted by the wall behind, before 
by a table, and on my side by the 
troublesome machine, it was no longer 
possible for him to perform another 
movement. He then seizing, the mo- 
ment w^ien I was advancing my arm 
to lay hold of his, very, dextrously 

p3 
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put m]^ wcist on the knob of the jax ; 
I of course^ iaatead of him, received 
the discharge. 

< 

But if| at any time^ in spite of the 
lively interest and affection which I 
felt for this j^oung orphan, I thought 
it right to awaken his anger, I per-* 
mitted not a single opportunity to «flh 
cape me of affording liim enjoyment ; 
and it must be confessed that, in order to . 
succeed in this, there was no necessity 
of having recourse to an^)' means tba^ 
vere attended with diihculty or eiL* 
pence* A ray of the s^n, received oa 
a mirror, refle^pted in |iis chamber^ and 
thrown on the cieling ; a glass of water, 
which was made to fall, drop by drop, . 
from a certain height, on the end .of 
his fingers whilst he vas bathing ; and 
even a tittle milk, contained in a wood-- 
to posringer, which wm placefl at tl^ 
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fa^rther eud af.his bafcb^ and in^iifeh the 
QsciUatioxis of the wati^ moved about» 
excited in him Uvely emotions of joy^ 
wliich were expressed by shouts and 
the clapping of his hands : these were 
very nearly all the means necessary in 
order to enliven and delight, often al- 
moBt to iirtoxicatioii^ this simple child 
of nature. 

Such were^ among a multitude of 
others, the stimulants, as well physical 
as moral, with which I laboured to de- 
velope the sensibility of his organs. 
These means produced, after the short 
space of three months, a general ex-- 
citeniciit of all his sensitive powers. 
By that tiine the touch shewed itseli 
sensible to the impressioji of all bod 
vhether warm or cold, smooth ot rough, 
soft or bard* At that period I wone ^ 
pair of velvet pantalooiiSi over which 

D 4 
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he seemed tc take a pleasure in draw-' , 
ing his hand. It was by his touch tliat 
he generally ascertained whether his 
potatoes were sufficiently boiled : he 
took them from the bottom of the pot 
with a spoon ; he then laid hold of them, 
repeatedly, with his fingers, and after- 
wards decided, from the degree of hai>d<* 
ness or softness, whether to eat t^m 
or to throw them back into the boiling 
water. When a piece of p aper was given 
him to light a candle, he seldom waited 
till the wick caught iire, but hastily 
threw away the paper before tlie flame 
was near touching his fingers. After 
having been induced to push or to carry 
a body that was either hard or heavy, he 
seldom failed to draw away his hands 
on a sudden, to look attentively at the 
cfnd of his fingers, although they were 
not in the slightest degree bruised or 
wounded, and to put them in a leisurely 

7 ' ^ 
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nramier hi the opening of his vaistcooti 
The sense of smell had been, in a stmilar 
manner, improved in consequence of 
the change which had taken place 

in his constitution* The least irri- 

■ft 

tatiou applied to this organ excited 
sneezing; and, I presumed, from the 
horror with which he was seized the first 
time that this happened, that it was a 
'thing altogether new to him. He was 
so muoh agitated as even to throw 
himself on his bed. 

The improvement of the sense of 
taste was still more remarkable. The 
articles of food with which this child 
was fed, for a little time after his arrival 
at Paris, were shockingly disgusting. 
He trailed them about the room, and 
eat them out of his hands that were be- 
smeared with ^th. But at the period 
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of which I amnow speaking, he coiir 
stantly threw away, in a pet, the* con- 
tents of his plaXCf if any particle of ^ 
dirt or du»t liad fallen upon it ; and^ 
aft^r he had hioken his walnuts iin- * 
der his feet> he took pains to clean 
them in the nicest and most delicate 
mannen 

• « 

At length diseases^ even tlie diseases 
wbkh are the inevitable and tremble^ 
some results arising from a slate of ci<- 
vilization, added their testimony to the 
development oi the principla of life. 
Veiy early in tlie spring our young 
savage was affected with a violent cold, 
and some weeks after, lirith two attacks 
of a similar nature, one almost imme- 
diately succeeding the other. 

Tbesei^tnptonis, hoM'ever, were con- 



Digitized by Google 



OF AV£7E0N« 



&ied only to Bom& of the organs ; tliOM 
of tlie .sight aud hearing were not at 
' all affected by them : evidently be-» 
cau^e Uiese two seuses, being much lesa 
simple. than the rest, required a minute 
and more protracted education, as will 
appear from the sequel of this history. 
The simultaneous improvement of three 
senses, that was produced in conse- 
quence of the stimulants applied to the 
skin, at the same time that these two last 
remained stationary, is an important 
fact, and deserves a particular atten- 
tioafrom physiologists. It seems to 
prove, what from other sources ap- 
peared not improbable, that the sense 
of touch, of smell, and of taste, are 
merely different modifications of the 
organ of the skin; whilst those of 
the ear and the eye, being less ex- 
posed to external impressions^ and en- 
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veloped with a covering much more 
complicated^ are subject to other laws 
^ of amelioration, and ought, on that 
account to be considered as consti- 
tuting a class perfectly distinct^ 



« 

« 
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Sphere of his ideas^ by giving him nezv 
wants, and multiplying his relations 
nnd connections with surrounding ob- 

If the progress of this child towards 
t:ivilization ; if my success in deve- 
loping his intelligence has been hitlier- 
to so slow and difficult, it ought to 
be attributed to the almost innumera- 
ble obstacles which I have had to en- 
counter in accomplishing this third 
object. I have givea him successively 
toys of every sort; more than once, 
for whole hours, I have endeavoured 
to make him acquainted with the use 
of them^ and I have had the mortifi- 
cation 
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cation to observe, that, so far from in- 
teresting his attention, these variotfs 
objects only tended to excite fretful-' 
ness and impatience ; so much so, that 
he was continually endeavouring to 
conceal or destroy them when a fa- 
vourable opportunity occurred. As an. 
instance of this disposition, after hav- 
ing; been some time confined in his. 
chair, with nine-pins place^l before him, 
in order to amuse him in that situation ; 
in consequence of being irritated by 
this kind of restraint that was imposed 
upon him, he took it into his head, one 
daj^ as ho was alone in the chamber, 
to throw them into the fire; before the 
flames of which he was immediately 
after found warming himself, with an 
expression of great delight. 

However, I invented some means of 
attaching him to certain amusements, 
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whidb were connected mth his appo^ 
tite for food. One, for instance^ I of- 
ten procured him, at the end of a mea]^ 
when I took him to dine with me in 
the city. I placed before him, with- 
out any regular order, and in an in- 
verted position, several little silver gob-^ 
lets, under one of which I put a ches- 
nut Being convinced of having at- 
tracted his attention, I raised them, one 
after another, with the exception of 
that only which enclosed the cliesuut« 
After iiaving Uius proved to him that 
they contained, nothing, and havings 
replaced them in the same order, I in- 
vited him, by signs, to seek in his turn 
for the chesnut ; the first goblet on 
which he cast his eyes was precisely 
that under which I had concealed the 
little recompeiKCof his attention. This 
was only a very sknple effort of me- 
»|ory : .but by degrees I rendered the 
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amusement more complicated. After 
having, by the same process, conceal- 
ed another chesnut, I changed the lor^ 
der of all the goblets^ in a manner^ 
liowever, rather slow, in order that, in 
this general iuversiao, it might he le&s 
dilhcult for him to follow with his eyes, 
and with attention, that particular ou^ 
which concealed the precious deposit, 
I did more; I put something under 
three of these goblets, and yet liis at- 
tention, althougli divided between 
three objects, did not fail to pursue 
them in all the changes of their situa^ 
tion. This is not all ; — this was not 
the only object I intended to obtain* 
The discernment which he exhibited,, 
in this instance^ was excited nieidy by 
the instinct of gluttony. lu order to 
render his attention less interested, and 
in a certain degree less animal,. I de- 
ducted from this amusement every thing 
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which had any connection with his 
palate, and I aftemards put nothing 
under the goblets that was eatable. 
The result of this experiment was very 
nearly as satisfactory as the former ; 
and this stratagem afforded nothing 

« 

more than a simple amusement : it was 
not, however, without being of consi-* 
derable use, in exciting the exercise of 
his judgment, and inducing a habit of 
fixed attention. 

With the exception of these sorts of 
diversion, which, like those that have 
been already mentioned, were inti- 
mately connected with his physical 
wants, it has been impossible for me 
to inspire him with a taste for those 
which are natural to his age. I am 
absolutely certain, that, if I could have 
effected this, I should have derived 
irom it unspeakable assistance. In 
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order to be convinc^^l of the justness 
of tl^is idea, we need oply attend to 
the powerful influence which is pro- 
duced upon the first developments of 
the mind, b}^ the plays of infancy, as 
well as the various little pleasures of 
the palate. 

■ 

I did every thing in order to awakea 
these last inclinations, by offering him 
those dainties which are most coveted 
by children, and from which I hoped 
to derive important advantage ; as they 
afforded me new means of reward, of 
punishment, of encouragement, and of 
instruction. But the aversion he ex- 
pressed for all sweetmeats, and the 
most tender and delicate viands, was 
insurmouiitable. I then thouorht it 
right to try the use of highly-stimu- 
lating food, ^s better adapted to excite 
a sense which was necessarily blunted 
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- l?y tlie k^hlt pf fp^ing upop grosser 
aliments. I did not succe^ better m 
this trial ; I offered to ]iiin, in vain, 
9ven 4uring tliose moments when he 
felt tl^e moste^treme hunger an4 thir^, 
stroi)^ liquprsy and -dishes richly sea^ 
60»ed with all J^inds of spices. At 
lengthy despairing of being able to 
hj^im lum with any new taste^ I ntade 
the qiost of the small number of those 
to which his appetite was confined, by 
endeavouring to accompany them Avitlj: 
all the necessary circumstances which 
might increase the pleasure that he de- 
rived from indulging himself in them, 
|t was with this view that I often took 
lum tQ dine with me in the city. Oa 
these days tliere was placed on tibe 
.table a compli^te collection of his mo$t 
.favourite dishes* The iirst time tliat lie 
was at such a feast, he expressed tran- 
•imports of joy, which rose almost t^o 
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frenzy': no doubt he thought he should 
not sup so well as he had dined ; for he 
did not scruple to carry away, in the 
evening, on his leaving the house, a 
plate of lentiles which he had stolen 
from the kitchen : I felt great satis- 
faction at the result of this first excur- 
sion. I had found out 2i pleasure for 
him ; I had only to repeat it a certain 
number of times in order to convert 
it into a want', this is Avhat I actually 
effected. I did more ; I took care 
that these excursions should always be 
preceded by certain preliminaries 
which might be remarked by him : 
this I did, by going into his room about 
four o'clock, with my hat on my head, 
and his shirt held in my hand. Very 
soon these preparations were consider- 
ed as the signal of departure. At the ^ 
moment I appeared, I was understood; 
he dressed himself in great haste, and 
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followed me, with expressions of uU- 
cominou satisfaction and delight. I 
do not give this fact as a proof of a 
superior intelligence, since there is no- 
body that might not object that the 
most common dog is capable of doing 
as much. But even admitting thisf 
mental equality between the boy a4i 
the brute, we must at least allow that 
an important change had taken place; 
and those who had seen the Savage q/ 
AvcyroUy immediately after his arrival 
at Paris, know that he was vastly in- 
ferior, with regard to discernment, to 
the more intelligent of our domestic 
animals, 

I found it impossible^ when I took 
bim out with me, to keep; him in pro* 
per order in the streets : it was neces- 
sary for me either to go on the full 
trot with him^ or make use of the most 
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violent force, in order to compel him 
to walk at the same moderate psLce 
with myself. Of course we W€re> ia 
future, obliged to go out in a carriage: 
this was another new pleasure which 
attached him more and more to his fre- 
quent excursions. In a short time 
^ese days ceased to be merely days of 
feasting, in which he gave himself up 
to the most lirely joy ; they absdlutely - 
tuecame real wants : the deprivation df 
whieh, when the interval between theia 
was made a little longer than usual^ 
tendered him low spirited, restless and 
fretful. ^ 

What an increase of pleasure was it 
to him when our visits were paid to 
the country ! I took him not long ago 
to the seat of Citizen L^chabeaussiere, 
in the Vale of Moatmoreace. It was 
a very curious and exceedingly lute- 
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resting si>€ctacie, to observe the joy 
which was painted in his eyes, in all 
the motions and postures of his body^ 
at the view of the hills and the woods - 
of this charming valley : it seemed as 
if the doors of the carriage were a re- 
straint upoti the eagerness of his feel- 
ings ; he inclined sometimes towarj|s 
the one and sometimes towards the 
other, and betrayed the utmost impa« 
#tience, when the horses happened to 
* go slower tlian u^al, or stopped for a 
short time. He spent two days at this 
rural mansion ; such was here the in- ' 
fluence upon his mind, arising from 
the exteriof agency of these woods, 
and these hills, with which he codlil. 
not satiate his sight, that he appeared 
more than ever restless and savage ; 
and in spite of the most assiduous at- 
tention that was paid to his wishes, 
add the most affectionate regard that. 
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was expressed for him, he seemed to 
Ibe occupied only with an anxious de- 
sire of taking his flight. Altogether 
engrossed by this prevailing idea, 
which in fact absorbed all the facul- 
ties of his mind, and the consciousi- . 
ness eveQ of hi$ physical wants, and, 
rising from table every minute, he ran 
to the window, with a viisw, if it wa^ 
open, of escaping into the park ; or^ 
if it were not, to contemplate, at least, 
through it;j aU those objects towards 
whiph he was irresistably attracted, by 
recent habit:^, anjl, perhaps, also by 
the remembrapce of a life independent, 
^ppy, and regretted. On this ao- 
-count, X determined no longer to sube- 
ject him to similar trials; but, that hfi 
might not be entif ely s^cli^ded from 
an opportunity of gratifying his rural 
taste, I still continiied to take him 
puj: to walk in some gardens in tl^e 
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neighbourhood, the formal and regu- 
lar dispositions of which have nothing 
in common with those sublime land- 
scapes that are exhibited in wild and 
uncultivated nature, and which so 
strongly attach the savage to the scenes 
of his infancy. On this account Ma<» 
dam Guerin sometimes took, him, to 
the Luxembourg, and almost every 
day to the garden belonging to the 
observatory, where the obliging civi- 
lity of Citizen Lemeri allowed him to 
take a daily repast of milk* 

In consequence of these new habits, 
some recreations of his owii choice; 
and all the tender attentions that were 
shewn him, in his present situation, he at 
' length began to acquire a fondness for 
it. Upnce arose that lively attachment 
which he feels for his governante, and 
^hich he sometimes expresses to her 
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iti the most ajffecting manner. He 
never leaves her without evident iin- 
easiness, nor ever meets her without * 
j expressions of satisfaction. Once^» 
I after having sHpped from her in the 
streets, on seeiny; her ao;ain he burst 
into a flood of tears. For some hours 
he still continued to shew a deep drawn 
atid interrupted respiration, and a pulse 
in a kind of febrile state. Madam 
Guerin having then addressed him in 
rather a reproachful manner, he was 
again overwhelmed with tears. The 
friendship Avhich he feels for me i^ 
much weaker, as might naturally have 
been expected. The attentions which 
Madam Guerin pays him are of such 
a nature, that their value may be ap- 
preciated at the moment; those cares, 
oil the contrary, which I devote to 
him, are of distant and insensible uti- 
lity* It is evident that this difference 
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arises from the cause, which I point 
out, as I am myself indulged withhouw 
of favourable reception ; they are those 
which I have never dedicated to his 
Jihprovemeiit. For instance, if I go 
to his chamber, in the evening, when 
he is about to retire to rest, the first 
thing that he does is to ptepare hill^ 
self for my embrace; then draw me to 
him, by laying hold of my arm; and 
making me sit on his bed. Then in 
general he seizes my hand, draws it ' 
over his eyes, his forehead, and the 
back part of his head, and detains it 
Avith his own, a long time, applied to 
those parts. 

People may say what they please,} 
but Ijvill ingenuously confess, that I 
su bmit, with out teh^ to^ail^^se 
little marks of infantine fondness. Per- 
.haps I shall be understood by those 
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Vfho consider how much effect is pro^ 
dueed upoa the mind of an infant^ by 
compliances, apparently trivial, and 
small marks of that tenderness whicb 
nature hath implanted in the heart of 
a mother ; the expression of which ex- 
cites the first smiles, and awakens the 
I earliest joys of life. 
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SECTION IV. 

JVIr, fourth object was, to lead him to 
the me of speech^ by subjecting him to 
the necessity of imitation. 

If J had wished to have published 
only successful experiineuts^ I should 
haye suppressed this fourth section 
from my work, as well the means which 
I made use of in order to accomplish 
my object, as well as the little advantage 
which I derived from them. But my 
intention is not to give the history of 
my own labours, but merely that of 
the progressive developments which 
appeared in the mind of the Savage of 
A veyron j and, of course, I ought not 
to omit any thing that can throw light 
on his mural history. I shall be even 
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obliged to advance, on this occasion, 
some theoretical ideas; and I hope I 
shall be pardoHed foi* doing so, when 
it is considered what attention I have 
p^id, tliat they should be supported lip-^ 
on facts, as well as the nepe^sity un*- • 
der which I . figlt myself pf answeri^g^ 
such enquiries as these : ^ ' Does the 
ravage speak If he is not deafy 
whi/ does he not speak F'' 

It may easily be conceived, that, in 
the bosom of forests, and far froni the 
society of every rational being, tb$ 
ear of our savage was not iu the way 
of experiencing an^ other impressioqi 
th^n those wlxich were made upon it 
by a very small number of sounds^ 
^t^hich were in general connected with 
his physical wants. It was not, in such 
a situation, an organ which discrimi^ 
jpates the various articulate modi^ica^ 
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tiens (4 the human voice : it was there 
simply an instrument of self preserya- 
tiou, which infovmeU him of the ap-- 
proach of a dangerous antmat, or of 
the hX\ of some wild fruit. It i% evt'* 
dent, that the ear is confined to cer^ 
tftin otEces, when we consider the lit^ 
tie or no impression which was pro^ 
duced. upon this organ, for a whole ' 
jeai-, by all the sounds and noises, 
which did not interest his own parti- 
cular wants; and, on the otlicr baud, 
the exquisite irritability which thiSi 
sense exhibited with regard to thoset 
things that had anv relation to his ne- 
C€^sities. When, without his know^ 
ing of it, I plucked, in the most cau- 
tious and gentle manner, a chesnut of 
walnut: — when I only touched the 
key of the door wliich held him cap- 
tive, he never failed instantly to turn 
back, and run towai'ds the place* 
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whence the noise arose. If the hear- 
ing did not express the same suscepti- 
bility for the sounds of the human 
voice, for the explosion even of fire 
arms, it may be accounted for from 
that organ being little sensible afiff^ 
attentive to any impressioits- €^cept 
those to which it had been long and 
exclusively accustomed*. 



* In order to give more force to this assertion, 

it may be observed, that, in proportion as man ad- 
vances beyond the period of his infancy, the exer- 
cise of his senses becomes, every day^ less univer* 
sal. In the first stage of his life> he wishes to see 
every thing, and to touch every thing ; he pats to 
his mouth every thing that is given him ; the least 
poise makes him start : his senses are directed to all 
objects^ even to those which have no apparent con- 
nection with his wants. In proportion to his ad- 
vancement beyond the stage of infancy, during 
which is carried on, what may be called the ap* 
prentlceshtp of the senses, objects strike him only 
so far as they happen to be connected with his ap« 
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It may be easily conceived^ then, 
why the ear, though very apt to per- 
ceive certain noises, may yet be very 
little able. tQ. discriminate the articula- 
tion of sounds. Besides, in order to 
speak, it is not sufficient to perceive 
the sound of the voice ^ it is equally 
necessary to ascertain , the articulation 
of that sound : two operations which 



petttes, his habitSi or his xoclinations. Afterwards 
it is often found, that there is only one or two of 
his senses which awaken his attention. He be« 
comes, perhapsj a musician, who, attentive to ever/ 
thing that he hears, is indifferent to every thing 
Which he sees. Perhaps he may turn out a mere 
mineralogist, or a botanist, the first of whom, in a 
field fertile in objects of research, can see nothing 
but minerals ; and the second, only vegetable pro- 
ductions. Or he may become a matbeniaticiaa J 
without ears, who will be apt to say, after having 
been witness to the performance of one of the tra- 
gedies of Racine ; ^hai is it thmt all this pro<v€s P'* 

lifj then, after the first years of infancyy the atten. 
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are very distinct, and which require 
the organ to be in very different con^ 
ditions. For the first, there is need 
bnly of a certain degree of sensibility 
in the nerve of the ear ; the second 
requires a particular modification of 
that sensibility. It appears possible, 
then, that those who have ears well 
organized, and duly sensible, may still 
be unable to seize the articulation of 



tion 18 tiatoraUy directed only to those objects 
which have some known and perceived connection 
with our tastes, the reason maybe easily conceived 
i)irhy our young savage, feeling only a small num* 
ber of wants, was induced to exercise his senses 
only on a small number of objects* This, if I 
mistake not, was the cause of that perfect inatteo. 
tion which struck every body on his first arrival 
at Paris ; but which, at the present moment, hath 
almost altogether disappeared, evidently because 
he has been made to feel his connection and de. 
pendence upon all the new objects which surround 
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words. There are founds mnong the 
Cretans, a great number of persons 
whoare dumb and yet not deaf. Among 
the pupils of Citizen Sicard there are 
several children who hear perfectly 
well the sound of a clock ; a clapping 
of hands ; the lowest tones of a flute 
or violin, and who, notwithstanding, 
have never yet been able to imitate the 
pronunciation of a single word, even 
when loudly and slowly articulated. ^ 
Thus, it appears, that speech is a kind 
of music to which certain ears, al- 
though well organized in other re- 
spects, may be insensible. The question 
is, whether this be the case of the child 
that we are speaking of? I do not 
think it is, although my favourable 
opinion rests on a scanty number of 
facts. It is true that my experiments, 
with a view to the ascertaining of this • 
point,^ have not been numerous, and 
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tliat I was for so long a time embar- 
prassed with regard to the mode of con-^' 
duct that I ought to pursue, that I 
restricted myself to the character of 
an observer. What follows are the 
result of my observations. 

During the four or five first months 
of his residence at Paris, the Savage 
of Aveyron appeared sensible only to 
those particular sounds to which I 
have aheady alluded. the course 
.of the month Frimaire he appeared to 
.understand the human voice, and, when 
in the gallery that led to Ills chamber, 
two persons were conversing, in a high 
:toBe, he often went to the door, in 
order to be sure if it was properly se- 
cured ; and he was so attentive as to 
put his finger on the latch to be still 
farther satisfied. Some time afterwards, 
I remarked that he distinguished the 
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voice of the deaf and dumb, or rather, 
the guttural sound which continually 
escapes them in their amusements. He 
seemed even to be able to ascertain the 
place whence the sound came, for, if 
he heard it whilst he was going down 
the stair^case, he never failed to re* 
ascend, or to descend more precipi- 
tately, according as the noise came 
from below or above. 

At the beginning of the month iSTi- ^ 
VQse^ I made a remark still more in- 
teresting. One day whilst he was in 
the kitchen, busy in boiling potatoes, 
two persons, behind him, Avere dis- 
puting with great warmth, without 
his appearing to pay the least attention 
to them. A third came in, who join-, 
ing in the discu3sion, began all his 
replies with these words : Oh ! it is 
different.'' I remarked, that every time 
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this person permitted his favourite ex- 
clamation to escape him, Ohr the 
Savage of Aveyron suddenly turned 
his liead, I made, in the evening, 
about the hour of his going to bed, 
some experiments with regard to this 
particular sound, and I derived from 
them very nearly the same results. I 
tried all the other vowels without any 
i success. This preference for o induced 
me to give him a name, which, ac- 
cording to the French pronunciation^ 
terminates in that voweL I made 
choice of that of Victor. This name 
he continues to have, and when it is 
spoken in a loud voice, he seldom fails 
to turn his head, or to run to me. It 
is, probably, for the same reason, that 
he has since understood the meaning 
of the negative monosyllable »o, which 
I often make use of, when I wish to 
mke him correct the bluiiders which 
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he is now and then gnilty of in oar 
little exercises and amusements. 

%\liiUt these deirelopaieuts of the 
orgaa at liearing were going on» in a 
slou' but perceptible manner^ tlie voice 
contlaiiwd aiute, and wai unable to 
titter those articulate sounds which 
the ear appeared to distinguish ; at the 
same time the Yocal organs did not 
exiiibityin their exterior conformation, 
any mark of imperiectioa ; nor was 
there ajxy ^reason to suspect it in their 
interior structure. It is true that 
there was observable, on the upper and 
anterior part of the neck, a scar of coor 
siderable extent, which might excite 
scrnie doubt with regard to the sound* 
ness of the subjacent parts, if the sus- 
picion were not done away by the ap* 
pQ^rance of the scar. It seems in 
reality to be a wound made by some 
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cutting instrument ; but, by observing 
its superficial appearance, I should be 
inclined to believe that it did not 
reach deeper than the integuments, 
and that it was united by what sur- 
geons call the first intention. It is ta 
be presumed that a hand more disposed 
than adapted to acts of cruelty, wished 
to make an attempt upon the life of 
this child ; and that, left for dead in 
the woods, he owed, to the timely suc- 
cour of nature, the speedy cure of 
' liis w ound; which could not liave been 
$0 readily effected, if the muscular and 
cartilaginous parts, belonging to the 
organ of voice, had been divided. 

This consideration leads me to think, 
that when the ear began to perceive 
some certain sounds, if Uie voice did 
not repeat them, it was not on that 
account fair to infer any organic le^^ 
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sion ; but that we ought to ascribe the 
fact to the influence of unfavourilble 
eircumstances. The total disuse of 
exercise renders our organs inapt for 
their functions ; and if those already 
formed are so powerfully afiected by 
this inaction, what will be tlie case 
with those, which are growing and 
developing without the asibiistance of 
any agent that was calculated to call 
them into action ? Eighteen months 
at least are necessary, of a careful and 
assiduous education, before a child 
can lisp a few words : have we then a 
right to expect, that a rude inhabitant 
of the forest, who has been in society 
only fourteen or Hfteen montlis, live 
or six of which he has passed among 
the deaf and dumb, should have al^ 
ready acquired the faculty of articulate 
speech ! Not only is such a thing im- 
|)0S5ible, but it will require, in order to 
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arrive at this important point of bin 
education^ mucli more time^ and iauc]^ 
more labour, than is necessary, to chiV 
dren in general; This, chilli knowjs 
nothing ; but he possesses, in an emi- 
nent degree, the susceptibility of learn- 
ing every thing : an innate propensity 
to imitation; an excessive ^xibility 
and sensibility of all the organs ; a 
perpetual motion of the tongue; a con* 
sistence almost gelatinous of the 
jynx : in one word, every thing coa^ 
curs to aid the production of that kind 
of articulate and almost indescribable 
ntterance, which may be regarded as 
the involuntary apprenticeship of the 
voice : this is still farther assisted by 
occasional coughing and sneezing, the 
(Crying of children, and even tbeir 
Itears, those tears, .which we should 
consider as the marks of a lively ex^^ 
citability, but likewise as a powerful ; 

It 
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stimulus, continually applied^ and 
especially at the times Ynost seasonable 
for ihd simultaneous develc^ment of 
l^e organs of respiration, voice, and 
speech. Let these advantages be aL* 
lowed me, and I will ansvv^er for the 
result. If it be granted nie^ that we 
ought 110 longer to depend on the 
youth of Victor; that we should allow 
him also the fostering resources of na« 
ture, which is able to create new me- 
thods of education^ when accidental 
causes have deprived her of those 
which she had originally planned. At 
least I can produce some facts which 
'may justify this hope. 

I stated, at the beginning of this 
section, that it was my intention to 
lead him to the use of speech. Being 
convinced, by the considerations 
thrown out in these> two kst para- 
6 
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graphs, and by another not less con- 
clusive, which I shall very soon ex- 
plain, that it was necessary only to ex- 
cite, by degrees, the action of the la- 
rynx, by the allurement of objects ne- 
cessary to his wants* I bad reason td\^ 
believe that the vowel o was the hrst 
understood; and I thought ityery for- 
tunate for my plan, that this simple 
pronunciation was, at least in sounds 
the sign of one of the wants most fre- 
quently felt by this child. However, 
I could not derive any actual advan^ 
tage from this favourable coincidence* 
In vain, even at those moments whea 
his thirst was most intolerable, did I 
frequently exclaim cau^ eau, bringing 
before him a glass of water : I thea 
gave the vessel to a person who was 
near him, upon his pronouncing the 
same word ; and regaiqed it for myself 
by this expression : the poor child tor- 



Digitized by Google 



OP AVETBOirv 99 

mented himself ia all kinds of ways ; 
betrayed a desire for the water by the 
motion of his arms : uttered a kind 
of hissing, but no articulate sound* 
I t wouldj iiave bceii inliuman to have 
insisted any longer on the point I 
cliangcd the subject, without, how- 
ever, changing ray method* My next 
jendeavours were with regard to the 
word laiL The fourth day of this my 
{second experiment, I succeeded to the 
utmost of my wishes ; I heard Victor 
pronounce distinctly, in a manner, it 
must be confessed, rather harsh, the 
word lait, which he repeated aluiost 
incessantly : it was the first time that 
an articulate sound had escaped his 
lips, and of course I did not hear it 
without tlie most lively satisfaction. 
I nevertheless made afterwards an ob- 
servation, which deducted very much 
from the advantage which it was rea- 



Digitized by Google 



94 THE SAVAGE 

gonable to expect from the first instance 
of success. It was not till the mo- 
ment, when, despairing of a happy re^ 
suit, I had actually poured the milk 
into the cup which he presented to me, 
the. AKXtrd lait escaped him again, with 
evident demonstrations of joy ; and it 
^ was not till after I had poured it out a 
second time, by way of reward, tha^t ^ 
he repeated the expression. It is evi- • 
derit from hence, that the result of the 
experiment was iur from accomplish^ 
ing my intentions; the word pro- 
• nounced, instead of being the sign of 
; a want, it appeared, from the time in 
which it was articulated, to be merely 
I aox exclamation of joy. . Jf this word 
had been uttered before the thing that 
he desired had been granted, my ob- 
ject would have been nearly accom- 
plished : then the true use of speech 
would have been soon acquired by 
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* 

Victor; a point of communicatioa 
vouid have beai established between 
him and me^ and the most rapid pro-" 
gress must necessarily have ensued. 
Instead of this, I had obtained only 
an expression of the pleasure wliich he 
felt, insignificant as it related to him- 
self, and useless to us both. In fact, 
it was merely a vocal sign of the pos-- 
session of a thing. But this, I repeat 
it, did not establish any communica- 
tion between us ; it could not be con- 
sidered as of any great importance, as 
it was not subservient to the wants of 
the individual, and was subject to a 
great number of misapplications, in 
consequence* of the daily-changing 
sentiment of which it was become the 
sign. The subsequent results of this 
misuse of the word hav e been such, as 
I feared would follow : it was gene* 
rally only during the enjoyment of 
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the thing, that the word iait was pro* 
DouQced. Sometimes he happened to 
utter it before, and at other times a 
little after, but always without liaving 
any view in the use of it I do not 

m 

attach any more importance to his * 
spontaneous repetition of it, wheu 
he happens to wake during the course 
of the night. 

. After this result, I totally renounced 
the method by which I obtained it, 
waiting for a time when local circum- 
stances will permit me to substitute 
another in its place, which I think will 
be more eihcacious. I have abandon- 
ed the organ of voice to the influence 
of imitation, which, although weak, is 
not, however, altogether extinct, as 
appears from some little advancements 
that he has since made. 
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Tlie word lait has served Victor as 
the root of two other monosyllables, 
la end /i, to which he attaches cer- 
taSiily 'still less meaning ; he has since 
it little modified the last, by adding to 
it a second /, pronouncing both toge- 
ther like the gli of the Italian lan- 
guage. We frequently hear him re- 
peat //i, Hi, with an inflexion of voice 
which is not altogether destitute of 
melody. It is astonishing that the li- 
quid /, which, with children in gene- 
ral, is one of the most difficult sounds 
to articulate, Is yet one of the first that 
he hath distinctly pronounced. I 
should not, perhaps, be far from the 
truth in believing, that this remark- 
able circumstance arises from, a kind 
of inclination that he feels for the name 
of Julia, a young lady between eleven 
and twelve years of age, who has late- 
ly been passing some weeks with Ma« 
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• ■ 

dame Gueriu, her mother. It is cer- 
tain at least that^ since^ the exclama- 
tions III, llif have become more fre- 
quent, and, according to the report of 
his goyemante, are heard even during 
the night, at those moments when 
there is reason to believe that he is in 
a profound sleep, ^ it is impossible ac- 
curately to ascertain the cause, and 
the precise nature and importance of 
this last fact ; we must wait till a more 
advanced puberty hath furnished us 
with a greater number of observations. 
The last acquisition of the organ of 
,his voice is a little more considerable^ 
and consists of two syllables, which^ 
in fact, are well worth three, in con- 
sequence of the manner in wliich he 
pronounces the last ; it is the excla- 
mation, Oh Dieu ! which he haa learnt 
from Madame Guerin ; he frequently 
permits it to escape him in his occar 
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Sional fits of excessive joy: in pro* 
nouncing it^ he suppresses the u of th0 
word DieUy and dwells on the i, as if 
it were doubled, so that he may be 
heard distinctly to cry out, Oh Diie ! 
Oh Diie ! the o in this last combina'- 
tion of sound was not new to him, as 
I had some time before succeeded in 
enabling him to pronounce it. 

Let us now see, so far as the organ 
of voice is concerned, the exact point 
at which we have arrived^ We may 
observe, that all the vowels, except the 

already enter into the small number 
of the sounds which he articulates, and 
that there are only three consonants 
among them, vi^. /, dy and / liquid. 
This progress is, no doubt, very small^ 
if it be compared to that degree of 
advancement which is necessary to the 
complete development of the human 
voice ; but it has appeared to me suf* 
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ficient to demonstrate the possibility 
of this development. I have spoken 
above of the causes Avhich must ne- 
cessarily render it a long and difiicult 
process; there is still another which 
will likewise contribute to retard his 
improvement in articulate utterance^ 
which I ought not to pass over in si- 
lence. I allude to the facility which 
our young savage shews in expressing 
in other ways, than by speech, the small 
number of his wantt) * : all hisji vishe s 
are expressed by the most unequivocal 



signs, which, in a certain sense, have, 



to the important opinion of Condillac, who ob. 
serves, in speaking of the origin of the language 
of sounds, the language of action, then so natural^ 
was a great obstacle to be surmounted. Was it 
Kkdy that tbis should be abandoned for anotfaet, 
the advantages of which could not be foreseen, and 
the (Jifilcultjr of which w^j strongl/ felt. 
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like ours^ their gradations and syno- 
nimes. When the hour for walking 
is amived, he presents himself repeat^ 
edly before the window and the door 
of his chamber. If he then* perceive 
tliat his governante is not ready, he 
fe,ys before her, in order, all the arti- 
cles necessary to her toilet, and often^ 
in his impatiencCj^ he even sets about 
assisting to dress her. This done, he* 
goes down the stairs first, and himselr 
iftkes hold of die latch of the doon 
When arrived at the observatory, the- 
first thing is to ask for some milk; this, 
he does by presenting a wooden bowl> 
which he never forgets, on going away, 
to put into his pocket ; with this he 
first provided himself, the day a^e( 
having broken, in the same house^ a 
china cup, which used to answer the 
satne' purpose. 

« 3 
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AgaiHi in order to render complete 
the pleasure of his e^^cursionsj we have- 
for some time past indulged him with 
the amusement of being carried about 

■ 

in a whecl-barrow. Since then, when- 
ever he is seized with a desire for it, 
if nobody is present to^ obligfe him, he 
goes again into the house, lays hold of 
some one by the arm, leads him into 
the gi^rden, ^sid puts into his hands 
the arms of the barrow ; if this invitar 
tion be neglept^d^ he himself takes 
hold of the handles, wheels it a few 
paces, and places himself again in it^ 
imagining, without doubt, that, if his 
desires are not gratified after all this, 
it is not for the want pf h?tving cleari» 
ly mg^nife^ted them, 

hp impatient to dine ? his > 
tions are still less equivocally express*^ 
^d ; he himself lays the cloth upon the 

7 



Digitized by Google 



OF aveyron; 103 • 

table, and presents to Madamq Guerin 
the plates^ that she may go into the 
kitchen to fill them. When he dines 
with me in town, all his wishes are 
expressed to the lady who does the ho- 
nours of the table. It is always to her 
that he addresses himself to be served 
with what he wants. If she pretend 
not to Understand him, he puts his 
plate by the side of the dish of whicli 
he desires to partake, and devours it 
with his eyes* Jf tl;is do not produce 
any effect, he takes ^ fork and strikes 
it two or three times on the edge of 
the dish. If she still neglect him, he 
loses all patience; he plunges a spoon 
or even his hand into the dish, and, in 
the twinkling of an e}^, he empties 
it all into his own plate. He is no 
l^ss e^icpressive in the manner of exhi* 
bitiog t^^^ affections of his mind^ and 
especially impatience and CQUui, A 



Di 



great number of the curiouft know^ 

# 

howy vith more imturalfrankiuass ihsax, 
politeness, he dismissed them, when 
f9.tigued with the length* of tbciir. vi- 
sits; he presents to each of theiOy a»d 
yet without a countenance q£ coa* 
tempt^ thohr cane, gloves and hat, 
pushes them gently towards the door, 
which afterwards he violently jdiuts^ 
upon them *. 

' ■ ■ . " ^-^ 

* It is worthy of remark, that this language of 
action is entirely natqral to himj and that, daring 
the first days of his entrance into society, he em-. 

^ ployed it in the manner most expressive^ ^< When 
he felt thirst,'' said Citizen Constans St* Estere, 

twho had seen him. in the* beginning of this ialtr« 
es^g periods he^cjut his eyes on th^ eight and 
left.; having perceived a pitcherj he put li^nd, 
into his own, and led me towards it, and then struck 
it with his left hand, in order to denote his wish 
to drink ; I carried him some wine, which he dis« 

dained to tdoe, expressing impatienoe at my debqr' 
faiL giving him some watejr inatfsadir 
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In order to complete the history of 
this pantomimic language, it is neces^ 
saiy that I should Luther . add, that 
Vidor understands it with as much 



facility as. he speaks, it r if Madame 
Guerin wishes to send him. for some 
water, she need only shew him the- 
pitcher^ and make him see tliat it is^ 
empty, hy inverting the vesseL An 
analogous proceeding i&all tliat is:suf^ 
ficient for me, in order to get him to 
serve me with something to drink, 
when we dine together, or at any other 
time. But what is still more asto- 
nishing in his readiness in. these means 
oi cAMmianicaitiQn, is, diat these is no. 
need of any preliminary lesson, in or- 
der to make him understand them. I 
sadsiSed myseif of this one day by an 
Qxfierunent of the most conclusive na- 
ture; chose, from amongst a multi^ 
tude of others^ a. thing for which I 
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was previously -assured that th&e did 
not exist between him and his gover * 
nante any indicating sign ; such was, - 
for example, the comb, which was 
kept for his purpose, and which I 
wished him to bring to me. I should . 
have been much mistaken, if, by dis- 
ordering my hair with my hand, and 
shewing him my head in this state^ I 
had not been understood* . 

Many persons see, in all these pro* • 
ceedings, only the common instinctive 
actions of an animal ; as for my^self, I 
confess, that I recognize in them the 
language of action^ in all its simpli** 
city ; that primitive language of the 
human speciesj originally employed in^ 
the infancy of society, before the ia* 
hour of many ages had arranged and 
established the system of speech, and 
furnished to civilized man a fertile ai 
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sublime, means of indefinite improve^ 
ment, ivhich calls forth his under-* 
standing even in his cradle, and of 
which be makes use all his life with*, 
out appreciating what he is by means 
of it, and what be would be without 
its assistance if he were accidentally 
deprived of it, as in the case which at 
present occupies our attention* With* ' 
out doubt a day will arrive, when 
more multiplied wants will make our 
young Victor feel the necessity of 
using new signs. The defective use 
which he has made of his first sounds, 
i^ill, of necessity, much retard the ap- 
proach of this epoch, but will not pre- 
vent its ultimate arrival. It will be 
the same thing, . neither more nor less, 
than what happens to the child who 
at first lisps the word papa, without 
attaching to it any idea, goes on say- 
ing it, in all places, and on all occa- 
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sions, then addresses it to every marr 
that he sees ; and it is not till after a 
multitude of reasonings, and even ab- 
stractions, that he is able to make an 
exclusive and just application of it* . 
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Mr fifth object was t0 ejxrcix^ dur- ' 
big some tlme^ an those thutgs which 
mere coMuected with his physical woBtSj 
the most simple operations ^ his umkr^ 
standiiig; aud afterwards to direct eke 
application of them to matters of vi^ 
. struction. 

CcntenipIateJ in tlie earliest stage 
of his iu^Etqcy, and in regard to bis 
understanding, man appears not as ret 
elevated above other animals. All liis 
intellectual facultie;> are rioorousU^ 
circumscribed withiii tlie narrowsphere 
of bis physical wants. It is to tlieui 
alone that the opemtions of his Uii- 
derstanding are directed* It bdioves 
lis then, in education, to make use 0/ 

6 
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tb.^3e wants for his instruction; that lat 
* . to say, to a new order of things which 
.have no original connection with 
* ' them. From this appHcation flow 
- iBj\l his knowledge, all the improve-* 
. • iQ^ot of his mind, and even the con- 
Cations of the most sublime genius^ 
Wllatever degree of probability there 
may be in this idea, I bring it forward 
here again, only as it is the point of 
departure from the line of conduct 
which I have hitherto pursued. 

0 

I shall not enter minutely into a de- 
tail of the means that were made use 
ofvinoi*der to exercise the intellectual 
' faculties of the Savage of Aveyron^ 
with regard to the objects of his ap- 
petites. These means consisted sim- 
ply in placing between him and his 
wants, obstacles that are continually 
increasing, and continually changingf 
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in their nature, and which he could 
not surmount widiout perpetually ex- 
ercising his attention, his memory, his 
judgment, and all the functions of his 

senses*. Thus were developed. aU the 

■ - - • - 

* It is not improper to remark^ that I have not 
experienced any difficulty in my first aim. When^ 
ev^j:.Ju%^wants are concemedj his attention^ lis 
xnejgjjDrj^ and his intelligence seemed to raise him 
abovje himself; it is a remark tliat might have, been 
made on every trials and which> if it had beeni duly 
reflected apon^ would have led us to anticipate the 
most successful result. I do not scruple to say^ that 
I regard, as a great proof of intelligence, his hav- 
ing been able to leam^ at the end of six weeks re. 
sidence in society, to prepare his food, with alj the 
care sand attention to minutiae^ of which Citizen 
£onaterre has given us an account. His occu- 
pation, during his stay at Rhodes/' says this natu- 
xaliat, consisted in shelling kidney beans|; and he 
executed this task with as great a degree of dis- 
cemment, as could have been shewn by a person ' 
who was the most habituated to the employment. 
As he knew, by experience, that these vegetables 
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faculties which might be subserviettt 

' to his iastructiou ; and now we had 
nothing more to do than to find out 
the most easy means of turniug them 
to account, . 

fl 

As yet little progress has been made 

were deatinedfor his subsistence, as soon as al)iinch 

of dried pods were brought him, he used to go for 
a kettle, and establish the scene of this 0{>crat2on 
in the middle of his apartment. There he arranged 
his niateriiils in the most commodious manner pos- 
sible* The pot was placed on his right handi and 
the beans on his left ; he opened the shells one after 
the other with an inimitable sapplcness of fingers ; 
ht pat into the kettle the good grains^ and threv^ 
away those which were unfit for use; if^ by chance, 
my grain e^ped hinii he took it up and placed ft 
i with the others* As he emptied the shells, he 
piled them beside him in exact order, and when hU 
.work was finished, he took up the kettle, and after 
having filled it with water, plact j it oa the fire^ 
the heat of which he increased by roeans of thb 
empty >kellsj which he had puc in a separate heap. 
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with regard to the sense of hearing, in 
this respect, the Savage of Avtyrow 
was merely upon a level with one of 
the cicaf and dumb. This censidera- 
tion induced me to try the method of 
instruction which has been adopted 
by Citizen Sicard. I began by the 
first steps usual in that celebrated 
school, and drew, upon a black board, 
the lineal |igure of certain objects, 
which a simple design was sufficient 
to represent ; such as a key, scissai's, 
and a hammer. I repeatedly placed, 
at those moments when I saw that I 
Was observed, each of the objects); and 
iirhen I was satisfied by this, of his* « 
having perceived the relations that 
they bore to each other, I wished him- 
to bring me them in succession, mak- 
ing by my finger the figure of that 
which I asked for. X obtained nothing 
by this; I returned to the experime;]Lt - 

H 
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a great many times, and always with 
as little success: he either refused ^ 

« 

from obstinacy, to bring me that of 
the three things that I marked out, or 
with this he brought the two otliers, 
and presented them all to me at the 
same time. I was myself convinced 
that tliis was merely to be attributed 
to his indolence, by which he was pre- 
vented froni doing, at difterent times, 
what he perceived might as well be 
done at once. I then thought it right 
to make use of a method which foi ced 
him to direct his attention to each, 
of these objects separately. I had oh^ 
served, even for some months past^ that 
he had a remarkable taste for order ; 
it was on this account that he some- 
times: got out of his bed in order to 
^arrange any piece of furniture or 
i^tensil which happened to be out of 
itft^ proper place* This propensity sttU 
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more decidedly shewed itself with re* 
gard to those things which were sus- . 
* pended on the wall ; each had its par- 
ticular nail and hook ; and when any 
change was made in their situation, he 
Avas not at rest 'till he replaced them 
himself. I had then only to arrange^ 
in the same manner, the things on 
which I wished to exercise his atten- 
tion. I suspended, by a nail, each of 
the objects below the figure irhidi 
represented them, and left them for 
some time. When afterwards I took 
them away, and gave them to Victor, , 
they were immediately replaced in tlieir 
proper order. I recommenced the ex- 
periment a great many times, and al- 
ways with the same result : I was far, 
however, from attributing it to his 
discernment; this classification might 
simply be an act of the memory. In 
order to satisfy myself with regard to 

• h2 
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cbis point, I changed the rc8{>ective 
position of the figures, and I then saw* 
him, without any regard to this trans- * 
position, arrange the objects in the 
same order as before. In fact nothing 
was so easy as to teach him the new 
classification forced upon him by this 
new change , but nothing more diffi- . 
cult than to make him reason with 
xegard to it. His memory had all the 
merit of each arrangement I then 
contrived to deprive him, in some mea- 
sure^ of .the assistance which he drew 
from this source. This I did by con- 
tiaually fatiguing his memory, by in- 
creasing the number of figures, and 
with the frequency of their inversions. 
In that case the faculty of recoUectiou . 
would become an insufficient guide 
for the metliodical arrangement of all 
these numerous bodies, and therefore 
the understanding must have recourse 
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to a comparison of the design u ith the 
thing, ' What an important point 
should I then have achieved ! Of this 
I had.no longer doubt, when I saw 
young Victor attach his looks in suc- 
cession to each of the objects^ to choose 
one of them, and then to seek the fi- 
gure to which it belonged; and of 
this I had very soon a more substan- 
tial proof, by trying the inversion of 
the figures, which was followed, on his 
part, by the inversion of the objects 
themselves. 

This circumstance inspired me with 
the most flattering hopes ; I thought 
I should not have any more difiicul- 
ties to overcome, when one presented 
itself of an insurmountable nature, 
which obstinately arrested nie in my 
progress, and forced me altogether to 
renounce my method of proceeding. 

H 3 
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It is well known that, in the instrnc'^ 
tion of the deaf and dumb^ this £rst 
step of comparison is commonly suc- 
ceeded by a second, which is much 
more difficult. After having taught, 
1>y repeated comparisons^ the relatioa 
which the thing bears to the design, 
they place behind the latter all the 
letters which form the name of the 
object represented by the figure. This 
done, they eftace the figure, and there 
remain only the. alphabetical signs. 
The pupil in the school of the deaf and 
dumb perceives, in this second step, 
only a change of design, which to 
him still continues the sign of the ob*^ 
ject. It was not the same >vith Victor, 
who, notwithstanding tb^ most fre- 
quent repetitions, notwithstanding the 
protracted exhibition of the thing 
below the naijrie belonging to it;, 
could never know the thing by the 
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wjrdl. It took me no'tiiftc to account 
€cfr this difficulty ; it was easy to un- 
derstand why it was insurmountable. 
Bet^reen the figure of an object^ and 
its alphabetical representatiou, the di- 
stance is immense, and so much the 
greater to the pupil, as it presents it- 
self to him at the very threshold of 
instruction. If the deaf and dumb 
are &ot arrested by it in the progress 
of their improvement, the reason it, 
that they, of all children, are the most 
attentive, and the most observing. 
Accustomed from their earliest infancy 
to understand and to speak by the eyes, 
they are, more than any other persons, 
exercised in perceiving the mutual re- 
lations of visible objects. 

On these accounts it was then neces- 
sary to look out for some method more 
suitable to the faculties scarcely 4e-* 

H 4 
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veloped of our young savage. It was 
with this view that I formed my new 
.plan of proceeding ; I will not stop to 
make an analysis of it; the reader will 
. judg? of it by the execution. 

I pasted, on a board of two feet 
square, three pieces of paper of a ver}^ 
jdistinct form, and a very decided dif- 
ference ci^olour : there was one cir- 
cular aud red ; another triangular an4 
blue ; and the third square and black. 
Three pieces of pasteboard, of the same 
colour and figure, were, by means of 
a hole pierced in the middle of them, 
and nails properly arranged on the 
. l)oard, placed and Jeft for some days 
on their respective models. Having 
afterwards taken them away and pre- 
sented theqa to Victor^ they were re- 
placed by him withou)^ any difficulty. 
I found, by inverting « the boards aptl 

7 
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by that means changing the order of 
'the figures, that this first result of my 
experiment was not merely a matter 
of routine^ but was the consequence 
of comparison. After some days I 
substituted another board iu the place 
of the first : I there represented the 
same figures, but they were all of an 
nniform colour. In the first, the pupil 
was assisted in his comparison both 
by the forms and the colours : in tlie 
second, he had no other guide than the 
observation of the forms. Ahnost im- 
mediately afterwards I presented a 
third board to him, on which all the 
figures were equaU but the colours 
^ifierent; the same trials were always 
followed by the same results. I pay 
little regard to a few accidental negli- 
gences of attention. The facility with , 
>vhich these comparisons were formed 
induced me to present new ones to him. 
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I itaade additions and variations in the 
two kfit tables. I added to that of the 
figures, other forms much less distinct, 
and to that of the colours, new-colours, 
which had only a slight shade of dif- 
ference between them. There was, for 
example, in the first, a parallelogram 
by the side of a square; and in the 
second, a pattern of celestial blue by 
the side of one of a grey blue. This 
gave rise to some bknders and per- 
plexities, but they disappeared after a 
few days exercise. 

These happy results emboldened me 
to try new changes, gradually in- 
creasing in difficulty; each day I add* 
ed, I retrenched, I modified, and in- 
duced the necessity of new compa- 
risons and of new judgments. At 
length the multiplicity and number- 
less complications of these little exer- 
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cises altogedier exhausted his atten- 
tion and docility. Then re-appeared^ 
in all their intensity^ those emotions of 
impatience and of fury which burst 
out so violently during the tirst weeks 
of his residence at Paris, whenever 
he was unexpe^edly imprisoned in his 
chamber. This did not signify ; it 
seemed to me that the mpment was 
arrived when it behoved me no longer 
to appease these emotions by complai-^ 
sance, but to endeavour to overcome 
them by decision. I then thought it 
my duty to persist. Tims^ for instance^ 
when being disgusted with a task, of 
which in fact he did not conceive tlie 
object^ and with which of course it 
was very natural he should be fa^r 
tigued ; he took it into liis head to 
gelze the pieces of pasteboard, to throw 
them indignantly on the ground, and 
to run to his bed in a fury. I per«- . 
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mitted liim to pass one or two minutes 
quietly. I then returned to the bu- 
siness with the most perfect indiffer- 
ence: I made him gather up all the 
pieces of pasteboard which were scat- 
tered in his cliyiifli^ and gav« ^^im 
310 respite untilyfel^ il^sre replaced iil 
their pvopQv oxd^i^^My perseverance 
lasted o^yta few days; for it wasv#t 
length . overcome by the unconqn^r 
able independence of his spirit, iji^ 
emotions of anger became more fre- 
quent, more violent, and resembled 
the paroxysms of rage similar to' those 
of which I have already spoken ; but 
with this striking difference, that the 
effects of his passion were now less di« 
rected towards persons than things* 
He would, when he was in this hu- 
mour, gn^w the bed-clothes, even 
the mantle-piece, throwing about in 
his^ chamber the fire-irons, the cin- 
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ders^. and the burning coals, and con*^ 
elude the scene by falling into con^^ 
vulstonsy which seemed to be of a na- 
ture somewhat analogous to those of 
epilepsy, a complete suspension of the 
sensorial functions. I was obliged to 
yield when things had ai rived at this 
pitch : and yet my acquiescence had 
no other effect than to increase the 
evil ; its paroxysms became more fre- 
quent, and liable to be renewed by the 
least opposition, often even without 
any evident cause. 

* • 

My embarrassment now became ex- 
treme. I perceived myself^ at the mo- 
ment when all my assiduities had 
sdcceeded only so far as to convert 
this' poor child into an unfortunate 
epileptic, repeated attacks, and the 
force of habit, confirmed, a malady; 
which is one of the most terrible, and 

i 
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least curable, in the catalogue of hu- 
man dkeases. It behoved me thea as 
soon a& passible to remedy it, not by 
medicines, which are so often inefifec* 
tuali iiiOt by gentleness, from which 
there was no longer any reason to ex- 
pect advantage, but by a treatment 
that was calculated to awaken hoiTor, 
very nearly similar to that which Boer* 
haave had employed in the hospital at 
Harlem. I was perfectly convinced 
that if the first method which I was 
about to adopt, should fail of its effect, 
that the evil would only be exaspe- 
rated, and that everv mode of treat- 
went of a similar nature would become 
ineffectuaL In this fii:m conviction 
I made choice of that which I be- 
lieved would be most alarming to a 
being, who, as yet did not know, in his 
new state of existence, any species of 
danger. 
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Some time before, Madiam Gueria 
beiug with him at the observatory, 
the platform of which is very Ksmoh 
elevated from the ground: as soon 
as he approached near the parapet, he 
was seized with terror, and an universal 
trembling; his face was covered with 
moisture ; lie drew her by the arm to- 
wards the door, and did not recover 
himself till he had reached the bottom 
of the stairs : what might be the cause 
of his terror is a thing that I was not 
anxious to ascertain ; it was sufficient 
for me to know the effect of it, in or- 
der to make it subservient to tlie exe- 
cution of my pui'pose. An opportu- 
nity very soon presented itself : during 
a most violent fit of passion, whicli I 
had reason to believe was excited by 
the repetition of our exercises, taking 
advantage tlien of the moment when 
tlie functions of the senses were not as 
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ye,t suspended, I suddenly opened 
the window of the chamber, which was 
on the fourth story, looking down up- 
oii#a rough pavement. I approached 
\ him with every appearance of fury, and 
I ' seizing him forcibly, l j^^j^' him ^^t of 
; the window, his face directly turned 
towaids the bottom of this precipice ; 
when, after some seconds, I withdrew 
him from this situation, he appeared 
pale, covered with a cold sweat ; his 
eyes moistened with tears, and still agi- ' 
tated with a slight trembling, which 
I attributed to the effects of fear : I 
then took him again to his boards ; I. 
nmde him gather up his scattered pa« 
pers, and in^sted that they should be 
all replaced. All this was executed, 
although, it must he confessed, in a 
slow and rather siovenly planner. He- 
did not, however, venture to betray 
any impatience. After it was done^ he 

m 
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threw himself on his bed^ and burst 
into a flood of tears. 

This was the first time, at least to 
the best of my knowledge, that he 
shed tears. The circumstance of which 

I have already given au account; I 

mean, the occasion on which the re- 
morse that he felt in having quitted 
his governante, or the pleasure of find- 
ing her again, excited tears, was po^ 
sterior to the time of which I am 
speaking. If I have represented it as 
previous in my narration, the reason 
is, that in my plan L have attended 
les;s to chronologital order, than td 
the methodical development of facts. 

This singular method was followed 
by a degree of success, which, if it 
was not complete, was at least satis- 
factory* If his disgust for labour was 

z 
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net £ntkely 'Siurfdounted^ at least it? 
was much dimini&hed^ without ex^. 
producing effects similar to those of 
which we have been just giving au 
account. On those occasions, wfamlie 
vas £itigued a little tm mudi, or 
irhesL he was compeUed to devote ta 
labour those hooi^s which wet e usualfy 
S£t a^rt for his excuj:)siaas or his re^ 
pasts^ he went no farther tha^ to ex-*^ 
press, enumi^ impatience, and to utter 
a plaintive murmur, which in general 
terminated in a flood of tears* 

Tins &inQturabie ciiaiigfe permitted iit 
to cs^-assume the Gou«e of ouf exer» 
cises^ in which I made new modifica^ 
tions, that appeared to me still better 
jcalcukted to fix his. attenticm and to 
iinprove his judgment. I substituted, 
instead of the %ures pasted on boards^ 
And which were, as I already said, ea« 
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tire |ilanS| representing, geometrical - 
&g\XKB, some designs which were mere^ 
ly outlines of these same plans. I con**' 
tented myself also with marking the 
colours by small patches of an iitegu* 
hrfovm, and by no meaissanftlogoiM 
in their oonfinrmatMn to the coloured* 
pieces of pasteboard. Then new diffi* 
cttlties were only an amusement for 
the childly a result which was quite 
sufficient to serve the purpose which I 
had in view, in adopting this system 
of gross comparisons. The moment 
was now arrived of substituting it for 
another, more instructive, and wbidt 
would have preseitted insurmounrtabte 
dxiBculties, if they had not been pve^ 
vioiisly done away ^by the saccess of 
the means which we have employed in 
order to surmount the former. 

r 

I priatedy ia large characters, 04 

X 2 
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some pieces of pasteboard, two inches 
square, the twenty-four letters of the 
alphabet I cut in a board an equal 
number of squares, in which 1 insert- 
ed the pieces of pasteboard, without^ 
however, fastening thetn to it, in or*' 
der that I might be able to change 
their places at pleasure. An equal 
number of alphabetic characters were 
cast in metal ; these letters were in- 
tended to be compared, by the pupil, 
with the printed letters, and classed 
in their corresponding squaies. Tho 
first attempt to ascertain the efficacy 
of this method, was made, in my ab-^ 
sence, by Madame Guerin: I was 
much surprized to learn from her, on 
my return, that Victor distinguished 
all the characters, and classed them in 
a proper manner. He was put to the 
trial immediately, and he performed 
2Us task without conamitting the least 
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error/ Delighted with such rapid suc- 
cess, I was, however, far from being 
able to explain the cause of it ; and 
it was not, till some days afterwards, 
that it appeared to me to arise from 
the manner in which our pupil pro« 
ceeded to this classification. In order 
to render it more easy to him, he 
thought of a little expedient, .which 
freed him in this task from exercising 
either memory, comparison, or judg- 
ment. When the board was put into \ 
his hands, he did not wait till we took J 
the metallic letters from their squares ; 
he withdrew them himself, and piled' / >^ / 
them in his hand, according to the ' V 
order of their classification; so that / 
the last letter of the alphabet was ^ 
found, after the board was completely 
stripped, to be the uppermost of the 
pile. It w^as with this that he . com- 
menced, and with the last of the pile 

I 3 
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that he finished ; begiiming at tihe eml 
ef the boards and kivaiiably proceeds 
mg from light to. Idft. This is not all ; 
this employment was sasceptibie a& 
improvement ; for sometimes the pile 
in his hand would fall down^ and the 
characters be disarranged ; then it was^ 
necessary to put them in oi^der, merely 
by the efforts of attention. Ther 
twenty-four letters were placed in four 
ranks^ six in each ; it was then more* 
simple to remove them by their ranks,. 
md to replace them* in the same man^ 
ner^ bo z& not to proceed to the strips 
pisg of the second pile till . the first 
was re^^establisbed. 

]y do not know if he reasoned about' 
it 4 but it is certain that he execttted^ 
the thing in the way that I represent^ 
ed It was a routine^ but a^ routine) 
that required invention; and which did^ 
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j{3 nwch Honoyr to 'mtell\gss^j0 
a methodical cla^su^^fUieSL to bii 
«^cemment. It was easy to put him 
ia thi$ tmot^^ hy giviog the characters 
iq 4 ${ate of disorder every tim^ th»t 
the bpard was presented to him* In 
short, m spite of the frequent iaver- 
HiO&s 'Aat I idad^t qotwithstandiag 
certain insidieuls Afrangements of th^ 
jeharatiteara, such as placing the Q bs- 
sidn: the C, Uie £ beside the 
Jbis dtscernmeiit w«s .not 0 he diaitiu^ 
4d- lo exercisiog hm with aU these 
■characters, my d^ect was to prcpuie 
Victor. ^Qv making tihem subservient to 
their primitive use ; that is to say, to 
the expression of wants which may he 
manifested by speech. Far from ima* 
gining that I was so iiear this grand 
■epoeh of his educati<Hi, . it was a spii^ 
of cujriosity, rsthsr ihw fi jbo|« o^jnv- 

14, 
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«cess, which suggested to me the foi- 

<lowing experiment : 

« • 

' One morning, as he was impatiently 
^waiting for the milk, I arranged on a 
board, which I had the evening before 
•prepared expressly for the purpose, 
these four letters, L. A. L T. Madame 
Gucrin, whom I had previously in- 
structed, approaches, looks on thev cha- 
racters, and gives me afterwards a 
bowl full of milk, which 1 pretended 
. ^was for my own use. Almost imme- 
' -diately afterwards I wqnt up to Vic- 
. tor; I gave him the four letters which 
. I had taken from the board ; I pointed 
to the board with one hand, whilst 
•with the other I presented him with a 
■ -vessel full of milk. The letters were 
immediately replaced, but in an in- 
verted order ; so that the ;\Yord which 
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•they formed was TIAL^ instead of 
•LAIT. I then marked out the cor- 
rections necessary to be made, by 
pohiting with my finger to tlie letters 
which were to be transposed, and the 

r 

-place that he ought to give to each ; 
when these changes had reproduced 
•the sign of the thing, I made him wait 
»o longer for it. 

« 

It will be scarcely credited, that 
five or six similar trials were sufficient . 

» 

» not merely to teach him the way of 
arranging methodically the four letters 
laity but also, I may say, to give him 
an idea of the relation that there was 
' between this alphabetical arrangement, 
and one of his wants ; that is to say, 
between the word and the thing. This, 
at least, 1 have a decided right to in- 
fer, from what occurred eight days 
aftef this first experiment, lie was 



4^ 



Digitized by Google 



158 THE SAVA0B 

seen, just before his evening excmsion 
to the observatory, to provide himself, 
cf his own 4iccecd^< with the four le^ 
,ters in -questioa; to put them in bie 
pockety and immediatelyOTi his ar^i¥»l 
at the hottseof Citizea Lemeri, where, 
as I said before, he went every day 
^o take milk, to produce these iettei3s 
oil a table, in such a la^^aaer as to 
form the word lait. 

k * 

It was originally my intention to 
have recapitulated here all the facts 
that are scattered through this work ; 
but I have since tboiught that what* 
ever force they might acquire by their 
reunion, it would not equal that which 
arises from this last results I therefore 
give it to the public unconaected with ' 
any reflections, in order that it may 
mark, in a manner still f(XQi e stj| iking,^ 
the epoch ^t which we are already air 
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livedo 9t)d hoc<me a^ecQiity that- 
M^ich it is reasana'bie foi? ua to expect* 
ths^t we sbali ultiaiately reach* lo the^ 
mean time we have a ri^it to eoa^ 
clude^ from our observations^ especivr 
ally from those which have been re- 
corded in these two last sections, that 
the child known under the name of the. 
^g32fl(g;ej£^ is encfo wed "with 

the free exercise of all his senses ; that' 
he gives continual proofs of atttftition^ 
reflection^ and memory ; that he i» 
able to compare, discern, and judge,' 
and apply in sliort all the faculties of 
his understanding to the objects which, 
are connected with hia instruatioi)* * 
It is proper to remark, as a point of es- 
sential importance, that these happy 
changes have been produced in the 
short space of nine months, and in a 
subject which was supposed to be in-* 
capable ol* att^ntioa^ hence we a^o- 
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authoiised iu concluding, that his 
education is possible^ if it is not even 

absbluTeTy deinonstrated already ''By 

.... ...... ^ ... ■ — ■ — .. 

these early instances of success, inde- 
pendently of those that we may in fu- 
ture expect from time, which, in its in- 
variable progress, seems gradually to 
bestow upon infancy those powers, in- 
tellectual and moral, which it insen- 
sibly steals from man on the decline 
of Ufe *• 



» * It is in the power of enlightened observers to 
come and satisfy themselves of the accuracy of 
these results; they alone are capable of appreciating 
ihe^pper value of these facts, by bringing with 
them, to the investigation, an understanding that is 
jadicious, and versed in the science of the homan 
n>ind. .The exact^moral state of our savage, it is 
difficult to ascertain with precision ; daily expert, 
cncci and all our received ideas are calculated to 
mislead our judgment with regard to this subject. 
//tie habit in *wiicifwe are^** says CondillaCf 
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In the mean time, it may be der 

sirable to state some of the most im- 

< 

portant inferences relative to the phi- 
losophical and natural history of man, 
that may be aheady deduced from this 
first series of observations ! Let them 
be collected ; let them be classed with 

speaking of a similar case of being assisted hy 

m 

signs, *^ would permit us to remark emery thing 
nubicb *we ouue to them^ <we should ha've nothing to 
do, but to place oursel*ves in the situation of thit ' 

joung maUf im order to understastd the reason *whj 
he lA/as so slofw in acquiring inoavledge ; but the 
fact is, that nve alnvajs dranjo our inferences fro9ik 
our own circumstances. It is likewise necessary, ia 
order to form a sound judgment, in the case of this 
child, not to be satisfied with a single examination, 
but to observe it and study it repeatedly \ at every 
sioment of its excursions, during every one of its 
ftBHisements, in the midst of its little exercises ; all 

^ this is absolutely necessary. They are not even 
siifficienty if, in order to form an exact comparken 
between the present and the past, we have not seen 
with our own eyes^ the San; age of Avejron dafing 
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method ; let them be reduced to their 
exact value, and we shall see in theai 
a material proof the most important 
truths; of those troths, for the diseo^ 
very of which Locke and Condidlao 
were indebted merely to the foice of 
their genius^ and the depth of their re^ 
flections. It seems to me, at least, 
that the following conclusions may be 
drawn : 



the first w>otba of his residence At Paris. Those 
who hive oot obaerted Jbtlii«t tbftc period, and wh0 
KC him U the pcesent iostantj would perceive ia 
him only a child, that is nearly like other children^ 
fxcept that be does not ipealc ; ihe^ coold not be 
duly sensible of the important distance whioh existt 
between this bmg and the Siiwge ^ jiwymi, 
just after be had been fntroduoed into society, at 4 
distance, in appearance, trifling, but in fact im«* 
memse^ when we prop^ly leAoet upon it;, aed cal* 
fiul^te tbroagh what a sexiea of new leasona and ac<r 
quired ideas he fliust have gone in order to have 

^ived.at<hcie iast fenibit 
8 
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(2- That man is inferior to a great j 
niinaber of animls in a pure state o# ^ | 
nature"*! a state of vacuity and bar^ 
faorism, although it has been unjuittly f 
paiatcd in coiours the most attractive; 
a atate in which the individual, de*' 
prived of the characteristic faculties of 
hisspecies^ drags on miserably, equally 
without intelligence -aiul without af- 
fections, a life that is every moment 
subject to danger, and confined to the 

bare functions of animal nature. 

* 

S* The next conclusion that ma/ 

■ ■ ' I " ' ■ ■ I ■ I i^—— 

* I haye not the least doubt^ that^ if we were 

to iosalate> at the earliest period of infancy^ twQ 
children, the one male and the other female, and 
wete to do the ^ame with two quadiupeds, chosen 
from the species of brutesj that was the least in^ 
telligent, these liTtter woold not shew themselves 
much superior to the former^ in the means of pro^ 
viding for their wants^ and in taking care either o| 
their own pijomation^ or that of their childien^ 
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be drawn is, that moral superjonty 
vhich has been saicl to be Jiaturdl to 
man, is merely the result of clviliza^ 
tion, which raises him above other 
animals by a great and powerful sti** 
mulus. This stimulus is the predo- 
minent sensibility of his species ; the 
essential property from which flow the 
faculties of imitation, and that unin- 
termitting propensity which forces him 
to seek, in new wants, new sensations. 

3. It may be observed, that this imi- 
tatiye powers/adapted for the educa- 
tion of all his organs, and especially 
for the acquisition of speech, although 
very energetic and active during the 
first years of life, is4;apidly enfecbJbl 
by the progress of age, insulation, and 
all the other causes which tend to 
deaden the nerveuse sensibility. From 
whence it results that the articulation 
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of sounds, M'hich is ^beyond contra- 
diction of all the effects of imitation, 
the most inconceivable and advanta- 
geous result, cannot fail to experience 
innumerable obstacles at an age which 
l^as not advanced^ beyond the period 
of infancy. 

4. We may likewise remark, that 
there exists, equally Avilh the savage 
the most insulated, as with the citizen 
raised to the highest point of civiliza- 
tion, an uniform proportion between 
their ideas and their wants ; that their 
continually increasing multiplicity, in 
a state of polished society, ought to 
be regarded as one of the grand instru- 
ments for proilucing the development 
of the human mind : so that we mav 
be allowed to lay it down as a general 
proposition, that all the causes, whe- 
ther accidental, local, or political^ 

I 
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. wbicli tend ta augment of dimiiusk 
the number of our wants, contribute 
of necessity to extend or to contract 
the sphere of our knowledge, and the 
empire of the sciences, of tiK fine* wtB^ . 
ftnd of social indiistryv 

The last observation that we 
shall make on tlie present subject is^ 
that in the actual state of our physio^ 
Ipgical knowledge, th e prog ress of 
teaching may, and ought to be aided 
the lights of modern medicine^ 

co-opemte4li8«Ei0stefii»::taAU^^ 
the ainelioration of .t^e ^bujman specie^ 
by appreciating the organicajwand usr 
tellect.uol 4)eculiaritie$. of eackindiyi- 
dual ; and by that means detennining. 
w^hat education is likely to do for him, 
and what society may expect from his 
future character. 

7 
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Tbeie skill f emains some consklera^ 
tions of no trifliag importauce, wUich 
I had iutended to have annexed to 
those that have beea already stated ; 
but the illiistrations which they would 
have requued would have trespassed 
the limits, and beau inccmsistent with 
the design of this little w6rk. I more- 
over perceived, in comparing my own 
observations with the doctrines o^' 
aome of our metaphysicians^ that I dis-* 
sented from them on certain interesting 
points. I ought of course to wait for 
a greater number of facts, from which 
I may be able to draw a more certain 
and secure concIustoiL A motive very 
similar to the preceding has prevent*- 
ed me^ wiien speaking of all the de* 
veiopments of young Ficiofs consti- 
tution, from dwelling upon the period 
of his puberty, which has shew u itself, 
for some decades past, in a most strik- 
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ifig and unequivocal mariner ; and the 
Hist appearances of which cast consi- 
derable suspicion on the origin of cer- 
tain afteptions of the heart, which we 
regard as very uaturaL I ought not, 
at this stage of my investigation, to 
be precipitate in judging and in draw- 
ing conclusions. 1 am deeply im- 
pressed With the persuasion, that until 
they are matured* by time, and con- 
firmed by farther observations, that 
we ought to refrain from publishing, 
or even entertaining speculations, 
which mayliave a tendency to destroy 
prejudices in themselves perhaps re^ 
spectable, and which, beyond all doubt, 
constitute the most amiable, as well as 
tiie most consoling illusions of social 
life. 

1 • 
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Learmng, of the Arts, Manufadures, Learned SociQ||e89 
Manners^ 3c€. in Paci6» and in the French Repubiic. 

My THOMAS BTGGk, 
Pro&flbr of Aftronomyin the Univerfity of Copeiihagen^ 
and late Envoy from the Banifli Govjcrnment) for coo- 
fttlting with the Commiffioners of the National inltitutey 
rehttve to the Univerfal Bafis of Weights and Meafiifea. 

Tranflated by J OHN JONES, LL. D. 
n.— In one ^Inme 8va price Ss. 6d. in boards, 

A TOUll THROUGH THE BATAVIAN 

REPUBLIC, 

During the Months of October, November, and Deccmbef , 
in uie Year 1800; containing an accurate Account of 
the Prefent Domeftic State of that Country, with Anec- 
dotes of the Lieading Charadcrs i and u£ the late Englilh 

' InvaHon. 

£y i?. ISLZ. 
nL-^ln two Tolunes 8vo. price tJ^ in botfdi^ 

TRAVELS IN ITALY, 

Between the Years 17^2 and 1798. Containing the Routes^ 
with Travelling Dn^dions, Tablet of Money, &c. &c. 
in France, Germany, Italy, and Switserland* 

MARIANA STARKE, 
Author of The Widow of Malabar, The Tottinameatt &c» 
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